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Alumni, We Need Your Stories and
Photos! This fall marks the 35th anniver-
sary of Holy Cross College. To celebrate the
occasion, the College will, among other
activities, publish an expanded issue of
Connections that will feature a look back at
the College over the decades — from Brother
Driscoll’s commencement “picnics” to the
current expansion of Vincent Hall.

If you have any photos or anecdotes 
of your years at Holy Cross that you would
like to submit for consideration in this 
special issue of Connections, please forward
them to Beverly Bradley at the address listed
at the bottom of this page or e-mail them to

bbradley@hcc-nd.edu

To get you started, we’re 
featuring a number of former faculty, staff,
administrators and students in this issue, under
the banner 35th Memories, and asking readers 
to submit the memories they may have of those
individuals. Leading off is a ’70s photo of the 
late Brother John Driscoll, C.S.C., the College
president from ’66 - ’87.
The staff of Connections reserves the right to use submitted
photos. All photos sent for consideration will be returned, 
provided the photos are accompanied by a self-addressed
stamped envelope.

Cover photo: Holy Cross College student Elizabeth Stake

CONNECTIONS is published twice a year by Holy
Cross College. Its purpose is to enhance the educational
mission of the College and encourage support by offer-
ing information on educational trends and informing
alumni and friends of current activities at Holy Cross.

Jeffrey A. Curry, Editor
Beverly Bradley, Assistant Editor
Address all correspondence and change of address to:

Holy Cross College, Advancement Office 
P.O. Box 308 • Notre Dame, IN 46556-0308
(219) 239-8400 FAX (219) 239-8303
jcurry@hcc-nd.edu



The educational mission of Holy Cross College 
is founded on religious belief. Our constitutions
call us to be “educators in the faith”. As such, 
our mission recognizes that religious belief is
shaped by experience. Our faculty, therefore, 
are encouraged to incorporate that experience 
into the curriculum, whether that is analyzing 
a work in literature or discussing the ethics of
scientific research. 

The college experience, however, goes well
beyond the bounds of the classroom. Many of the
life-altering experiences of our students have been
outside the classroom, perhaps while they were
on a retreat or volunteering in a project like the
homework tutoring program. 

This past January, Holy Cross College held a
symposium on our Catholic, Holy Cross identity.
Faculty, alumni, students and trustees joined in 
a communal reflection of how the religious
experience is fully integrated into all activities 
of the College.

The symposium was powerful. While there is
certainly room for improvement, we realized we
are indeed making an impact on each other — 
not just educationally, but spiritually as well. 
The symposium gave us the impetus to build 

on our 35-year history of faith-based education
and ministry. 

We do not take our religious mission for granted.
Nor should we entrust it to just a few isolated
experiences. Rather, we must continue to develop
this core aspect of a Holy Cross education as part
of our overall strategic plan.

None of us knows how, where or when the Holy
Spirit will choose to act in our lives. Perhaps in
the past the Spirit simply guided our biological
processes, allowing us to have increasingly deeper
religious experiences. Or perhaps the Spirit has
intervened actively and regularly in our lives,
enlightening us even to the point of altering our
brain patterns. 

We have prepared Holy Cross College for the
material future by building a strong fiscal plan
that protects and guards our assets. We prepare
for our spiritual future by our openness to the
Holy Spirit and by preparing our hearts and our
minds, not just with the best scholarship, but also
with the most fervent hope, the hope of Jesus —
for ourselves, our families and all of mankind.
That is the essence of our congregational motto
“Spes Unica” — only through hope.
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Speaking about

Holy Cross College
Br. Richard Gilman, C.S.C. • President

A recent article in Newsweek caught my attention. It was about the

connection between religious experience and the brain. The article’s

analysis centered on whether religious belief shaped the evolutionary 

development of the brain or if, in His great design, God decided to

shape our ability to have religious experiences by hardwiring our brain.

The article probably missed the point.
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For these students,
nothing less than the real thing will do.

God “spoke” to Mark Northup one night as he took out 
the garbage.

It wasn’t anything dramatic: no burning bushes, no voices booming
from the clouds. 

But as he looked up at the stars, a view where he had always sensed
God’s presence, Northup knew that if the depression he had secretly
struggled with for some six years didn’t get any better, he simply could
not go on.

Northup went back inside the house and looked straight at his
mother, a highly respected congresswoman with whom he had not had
a meaningful conversation in months.

“I need help,” he said simply.
Call his moment of truth whatever you want. That still, small

voice. A flash of human insight. An epiphany. A miracle. But however
you choose to look at that defining moment in Mark Northup’s young
life, there is no denying the result. That simple step, an admission 
of despair by a young man in his late teens who seemingly had it 
all — classic good looks, intelligence, talent, a socially prominent 
family — set him on a path of healing that has had a profound effect 
on his relationship with God.

“The world we live in is very spiritual, but we’re not aware of that
from day to day,” Northup says now. “My relationship with God and my
recovery are very closely tied together. I see the same things I had
always seen with my eyes. But now I am conscious of the sunset and the
sunrise as something that is created, something that has meaning.”

Matthew 7: 16-20 (NAS)
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By his own account, Mark Northup was blessed in many
ways. His mother responded immediately with the assurance that
they would find him the help he needed. She supported and
encouraged him as he explored the pressure he felt to be the per-
fect son in a family that lived daily in the public eye.

But if the solution to his difficulties seems to have been a
genuine godsend, tailor-made to his precise predicament, it is not
so markedly different from countless other stories told by many of
Northup’s peers at Holy Cross College. Stories of salvation and
peace, of healing from secret wounds. Stories of new meaning for
old rituals.

Stories of how God has stepped in, over and over again, to
help people confront the very real issues in their lives — issues
like loneliness, the loss of a friend or family member, feelings of
inadequacy. Stories of how God reaches out to them in highly
individual ways that get right to the heart of the matter. And sto-
ries, over and over again, of how these young people have
responded with a depth and fervor to their faith that touches vir-
tually every area of their lives: their relationships with family and
friends; how they view the world; how they make choices; how
they choose to make their faith manifest in the minutest details
of their lives.

Christian leaders have long recognized that one of the most
reliable ways to measure a spiritual event is by the results it
brings. In Matthew 7, Jesus tells his disciples to evaluate the
veracity of prophets by the results of their words and actions. He
compares these prophets to trees that bear either good or bad
fruit, depending on whether they are good or bad trees. By this
measure, the events described in this story have borne plentiful
fruit. Relationships have been healed. Faith has been renewed.
Lives have been transformed. Viewed in that light, there can be
little doubt that God is at work in these young people’s lives. 

G O D  S P E A K S  I N  M A N Y  W A Y S

“I don’t think this is a new phenomenon,” said Fr. Maury
Amen, C.S.C., instructor of world religions at Holy Cross
College. “However, the desire to be holy personally, to do things
for others, has certainly intensified in recent years. Religion is
becoming part of student life, and it’s both communal and 
personal, and productive at both of those levels. Students seem
quite capable of rising to the challenge to be more than they 
otherwise would be. It’s exciting to me.”

Students are alert to the possibilities, Fr. Amen said. Their ears
and eyes are open. Some of them are being challenged in ways they
least expect — for example, through encounters with other people.

“My understanding of the way the Spirit works in the world
is that things will come into a person’s life to guide him or her
one way or the other,” explained Fr. Amen. “It might be a dream,
or a chance comment by a friend, or something one reads. God
speaks in many ways.” 

Case in point: Holy Cross sophomore Mike Simiele had
known for many years that he was adopted. But recently, he
received a letter from his birth mother who provided him with
some details about the facts surrounding his birth — details he
had not known before. It had been a crisis pregnancy, and she
had very nearly decided to have an abortion when an older adult
stepped in and persuaded her to carry her child to term and place
him for adoption.

That got Simiele thinking. “You start asking yourself the
‘what-if ’ questions,” he said. What if this person had not reached
out to his birth mother? What if there weren’t families like the
one that adopted him? 

As Simiele mulled these questions over, he slowly became
conscious of a young woman with whom he was vaguely
acquainted, and somehow he began to sense that she was in the
same situation his birth mother had been in. 

Again, it was nothing dramatic. No burning bushes for him,
either. No voices booming from the clouds. Call it what you
wish: a sixth sense, a hunch, incredibly good intuition, divine
inspiration.

But somehow he sensed it. And as her situation slowly came
to light, his private insights into her predicament were publicly
confirmed. He prayed for the young woman often, kept her in his
thoughts and, since he did not know her well, pondered how best
to share his own experience with her. In the process, he came to
feel a very definite call to get his story out — not to condemn
abortion, although he opposes it; and not to criticize people in
crisis pregnancies. But rather, simply to tell his story, which he
does in a very gentle, straightforward, nonjudgmental manner.

“Sharing my story is not a wrong thing,” he said. “God does
work in mysterious ways, and sometimes you don’t realize He has
placed someone in your path until you think about it later.”

Lake Galbrath was the perfect backdrop for students to collect their thoughts
during the retreat weekend.
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T H E  I N I T I A L  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  F A I T H

The sense of God’s presence in his life, that God is at work
all the time, is as real for Simiele as the feel of the pages of this
magazine are for you. And for Holy Cross College Director of
Campus Ministry Robert Kloska, that’s precisely the point. 

“Reality-based religion is redundant,” he said. “That implies
that there is a non-reality-based religion. If your faith is true,
then it’s grounded in reality. Otherwise, there would be no 
reason to believe it, or to have faith in something that wasn’t real. 

“From my perspective, faith isn’t something that’s an exer-
cise for spiritual muscles,” he added. “It’s part of what it is to be
a person.” 

Kloska’s holistic view of faith is very much in evidence in
the activities he leads on campus, and he is in a unique position
to observe how central faith is to the students he works with.

One of those activities is a weekend-long retreat to the
Lindenwood Retreat Center at Ancilla Domini in Donaldson,
Ind. Each semester Kloska shepherds a group of students through
a process of reflection, sharing and togetherness. For many of the
students, those two or three days together have been powerfully
transforming.

Anyone may attend these retreats. Flyers are posted around
campus at the very beginning of each semester, and students are
encouraged to invite their friends. In a sense, the retreats serve
for many as an initial invitation to new faith or faith renewal.

“The name for these retreats, Spes Unica, comes from the
motto of the Brothers of the Holy Cross: ‘Ave Crux Spes Unica,’”
Kloska explains. “It means ‘hail the cross, our only hope.’ There
are many layers of meaning to that motto. The most obvious one
is that Christ’s death on the cross redeemed all of humankind,
and that our only hope is in the sacrifice that Christ made. In the
end, our hearts are restless until they rest in God. That’s the
premise of our retreat: God is our only hope.”

According to Kloska, the purpose of the retreats is to help
students experience a deep, personal encounter with God. And,
according to many students who have been to these retreats, they
are a resounding success.

One of the first exercises students participate in at the
retreats is to envision themselves as observers at their own funer-
als. What would people say about how they lived their lives?
Would people know about their faith? What would they them-
selves do when they faced God?

“It was a big smack in the face with where I was in my life,”
said Jen Sauer, a freshman at Holy Cross College from
Longwood, Fla. “I came away with a realization of things that
needed to change.”

Much of what needed to change, Sauer said, was that she
needed to have a closer relationship with God. After she came
back from the retreat, she began attending daily Mass and talk-
ing openly about her faith. 

“It freaked some people out,” Sauer said. “I lost some old
friends after I came back from the retreat. They thought I was too
spiritual. But that’s something everyone has to face, whether

they’re in college or not. A lot of people who don’t understand
the benefits [of a deeply personal faith] look down on it.”

On the other hand, since attending the retreat, Sauer’s rela-
tionship with her mother has greatly improved. Before, relations
between them had been very strained. Now, she says, they talk
at length about the spiritual matters Sauer has been exploring,
and mother and daughter are connected with each other in a
closer, deeper way than ever before.

This year’s spring retreat in March was especially poignant,
as many in attendance were grieving the unexpected loss of a
friend and classmate, Jenny Nemeth, who died suddenly the day
before of a serious illness. 

“We were told that anyone who was unable to participate in
that first exercise didn’t have to,” said Johnathan Jessen, a fresh-
man this year from Granger, Ind. “A lot of Jenny’s close friends
were on the retreat. It was difficult. But her friends all thought
the retreat should go on in Jenny’s memory. Her death was on
our minds throughout the weekend.”

For Jessen, who was raised Methodist, his exploration of the
Catholic faith has been paralleled by his entire family.

“They are all very supportive and excited about it,” he said.
“My family is also moving toward Catholicism. It has brought a
unity and an openness to discuss spiritual matters. We’ll go to
Mass and discuss the homily. We never really did that before.” 

If the Spes Unica retreats could be viewed as the initial
invitation to the Catholic faith, the Easter Vigil service that
takes place each year represents the welcoming celebration, for
it is here that new converts at Holy Cross College receive con-
firmation, first communion and baptism.

W E L C O M I N G  T H E M  I N T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Awesome.
It’s a word the students use repeatedly to describe the Easter

Vigil service and their own emotional response to it.
Small wonder. “It is probably the climactic celebration in

our church calendar,” said Fr. William Wack, C. S. C., associate

A record number of Holy Cross students participated in the Spes Unica 
retreat this spring.
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director of vocations for the Congregation of Holy Cross, Indiana
Province, and the person who officiates at the service each year.
“That’s true for the whole Catholic Church, and not just this
campus,” explains Fr. Wack, who also is a 1986 graduate of Holy
Cross and a member of the College’s Board of Trustees. “It’s the
biggest liturgical event of the year, at which we recall the events
that saved us, beginning with the Old Testament and on 
up through the Resurrection. Baptisms, confirmations and first
communions for adults all take place then. It requires a lot 
of preparation.”

Awesome.
We recognize the word for its distinctly trendy flavor. It’s the

language of young people everywhere. It’s a word students use
repeatedly to describe a number of things in their lives — even
their faith experiences. In particular, they apply the word enthu-
siastically and often to this service.

Yet we recognize, too, the deep spiritual implications of this
word. Our God is an awesome God. “O Lord my God, when I in
awesome wonder.…”

So when, for instance, Sean Michael Tallungan, now a jun-
ior at St. Edwards University in Austin, Texas, says the Easter

Vigil Mass was an “awesome” experience for him, we can assume
he means to conjure up both connotations of the word, trendy
and timeless.

For Tallungan, who grew up in the North Hills suburb of Los
Angeles, the appeal of Catholicism began with his devout grand-
parents, who instilled in him a deep appreciation for the prayers,
rituals and symbols of their faith.

Last year, as a student at Holy Cross, Tallungan undertook
the process leading up to confirmation and communion, which
began with classes every Sunday for the entire spring semester.

“Mr. Kloska was a really big influence,” he said. “That
hunger for the spiritual side of things was totally fueled in his
class. He has influenced everyone he’s met. You can just see it.
He’s a great mentor and an amazing man. Everything he does just
gets you fired up about the real world and trying to pursue a life
of faith.”

The week before the Easter service, Tallungan and the 
other students attended classes twice daily to help foster a sense 
of belonging.

“I remember getting there and just trying to be in the spirit,”
he said. “With all the services that led up to it, you really felt like
you were in a community of spirit with people who were also
learning about the church. You’re all making this leap of faith
together. That was pretty inspiring, to see all these people stand-
ing beside you.”

That sense of community, Tallungan emphasized, was
instrumental in his faith experience. “The brothers and sisters 
at Holy Cross are all so loving,” he added. “That’s some-
thing that’s not often found in the college environment, 
that feeling of being loved. I’m totally indebted to that
foundation.” 

T H E  S E A R C H  F O R  C O N N E C T E D N E S S  A N D  M E A N I N G

The importance of community is echoed by many of
Tallungan’s fellow students and alumni.

“I think that being in a Catholic community (including
Holy Cross, Saint Mary’s and Notre Dame), there’s a sense of
family,” said Haley Moore, who was raised as a Methodist in
Indianapolis. “I’ve met a lot of great people and will always keep
in touch with them. I really appreciate everything I’ve done
because of Holy Cross.” 

Since her confirmation at last year’s Easter Vigil service as a
sophomore at Holy Cross, Moore does a lot more praying and
meditation. Now a junior at Saint Mary’s, she has already expe-
rienced the death of four friends. 

“I’m more spiritually connected to God,” she said. “I guess
with everyone that I’ve lost, I’ve come to feel that things do hap-
pen for a reason. I don’t want to say that there’s a reason why my
friends died. But when something bad is happening, your faith
makes it a little easier to cope with it.” 

For Jesse DeSplinter, who grew up in a Catholic family that
was somewhat detached from the church, his newly deepened
faith since receiving confirmation and baptism last year offers a
whole new life. 

“Before, I had no religion and really had problems with the
meaning of life, because that’s something that every human being
wonders about,” said DeSplinter, now a sophomore at Notre
Dame. “Everyone goes through times when they feel lonely. It’s
comforting to know that God is walking with you every step of
the way.” 

F A I T H  I N  A C T I O N

In response to the recognition of God’s reaching out to them
in their need, many students spoke of feeling an immediate need
to express their faith by reaching out to others.

“The world needs help,” said Fr. Amen. “Students are
increasingly recognizing that it might be themselves who can
respond and do something to help.”

Along with personal reflection, the Spes Unica retreats offer opportunities for
classmates to bond.
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He credited the College’s many activities and programs with
offering students opportunities to provide service. One such
activity was a mission trip to Africa last year. Twelve students
traveled to Ghana with Kloska, who organized the trip as part of
a course designed to heighten awareness of the contrast between
American culture and that of a foreign country. It was such a
powerful experience that it is now an annual event.

“‘Mission trip’ is something of a misnomer,” Kloska said,
“since the whole idea is really to broaden the student’s world
view. What the students get out of this trip is far more than what
they can contribute in service.”

According to Tina Holland, vice president of student life at
Holy Cross, she hears regularly from faculty and students of
increased interest in providing service to the community. The
range of service opportunities available includes tutoring and lit-
eracy programs, fund-raising for charitable purposes and neigh-
borhood revitalization projects.

Another activity that has really touched the students, and
one that the students themselves initiated, is a Eucharistic prayer
vigil held every Tuesday from 6 p.m. until midnight. Students
take the host out of the tabernacle and set it on the altar. People
come in two at a time on the half-hour and pray in silence. 

“Some have had some deeply spiritual experiences come out
of this,” Kloska said. “I think there are about 32 students who are
active in that right now.”

F A I T H  T A K E S  W I N G

If there’s one thing that is very clear, according to 
Fr. Wack, it’s that young people are very serious about their 
faith. “They want to be involved,” he said. “They’re asking ques-
tions. We should be prepared to give them what they need. Take
the young adults very seriously. Pray for them and help them
grow in faith.”

Fr. Wack echoed many of his colleagues in praising the
efforts of Campus Ministry to nurture students’ faith. “They have
set up something here at Holy Cross where students can have
that,” he said.

Other faculty and staff take that responsibility very serious-
ly, as well. 

“Our end must be the formation of the student in accor-
dance with Catholic social thought,” wrote Ann Baldinger in an
essay she presented to fellow faculty members at Holy Cross. “I
know that the moral issues of life are addressed in some courses.
I am aware that our students see the faculty as models for what is
required for a happy and productive life and career. At Holy
Cross College ... students ... learn of their need for community,
for teamwork, for respect for those different from themselves, for
trust in God, for the importance of work.”

To help students integrate those lessons, Baldinger is 
designing an interdisciplinary course that will be required of all
students in the honors program. For the course project, each 
student will assemble a portfolio that will encompass the various
elements that establish that person’s identity. 

“We’re trying to pull in everything: who they are now, how
things have made them who they are and how that may shape
where they go into the future,” Baldinger said. “We want them to
understand themselves and what they are taking with them from
here, what values are reflected in them because of having attend-
ed a faith-based school.”

For Johnathan Jessen, those values are still just beginning to
take shape. He reflects on his favorite part of the spring Spes
Unica retreat he attended. Participants had divided into small
groups and progressed in silence to the dark chapel, each group
bearing a candle. As they entered the chapel, they were invited
to place their candles on the altar and spend a few minutes in
personal reflection.

As Jessen watched, a few people were kneeling at the altar
when a light-colored bird flew off and up into the rafters. The
bird made no sound, not even with the flapping of its wings, and
Jessen did not see where it went. At first he thought it was a fig-
ment of his imagination, but afterward he overheard several
other students mentioning the bird. As it turned out, some five
to 10 other students had seen the bird too.

“I came back from the retreat feeling really relaxed, and 
I’m usually a hyper person,” Jessen said. “I found the experience
really uplifting.”

Need we really ask, then, who or what was the bird seen by
a handful of students that evening in the chapel? Was it a 
figment? Was it simply a wayward bird that found its way indoors
to escape the bitter March winds? Was it the Holy Spirit? Once
again we look at the fruit that is being borne on the tree of faith
flourishing on the Holy Cross campus ... at so many young lives
turned to useful purpose in God’s service … at a sense of peace
and relaxation for some ... and we offer the only answer that
seems relevant, the one that Jessen himself suggests in declining
to speculate on the exact nature of the bird:

You decide.

Kloska (left) and the retreat participants ended their weekend with a Mass at
Holy Cross College’s St. Joseph Chapel.
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Sandy Ohlund is passionate about her career as a Spanish professor. She’s just as
enthusiastic about her hobby of raising orchids. As excited as she appears to be
about both subjects, it’s difficult to tell which one pays the bills and which is pur-
sued just for fun. 

The fact is — both activities are equally gratifying for Sandy Ohlund, 
assistant professor of Spanish at Holy Cross College. And both have their roots
— so to speak — in the same general interest. “I love the tropics. Makes you
wonder why I live where I do, doesn’t it?” laughed Ohlund, who adds that, aside
from orchids and the Spanish language, she’s intrigued by tropical birds, the
study of pre-Columbian civilization and archaeology.

Ohlund’s interest in flowers dates back to her childhood, as she cheerfully recalls working in
the garden with her mother at their country home. However, it wasn’t until the mid-1970s that
Ohlund discovered a curiosity for the orchid, the largest family of flowering plants, which
includes over 30,000 different species.

“I bought a few orchids for about $15 each from a local florist and really didn’t know much
about them,” confessed Ohlund. “But whenever I get into something new, I look at it as a 
challenge. I did the same with the orchids by researching and finding out as much as I could
about them.”

“Not long after that, I went to an orchid open house in Chicago at the end of February —
when the weather was really miserable — and there it was, four acres of tropics. It was like I was
in heaven.”

Some 25 years later, Ohlund’s list of 
accomplishments and honors reflect her love 
of the orchid and of the field of horticulture in
general. She was recently accredited as an 
orchid judge by the American Orchid Society, the
culmination of a seven-year apprenticeship. In
1998, Ohlund received the Honeywell Award for
Excellence in Horticulture, which was 
presented by Purdue University and the Garden
Club of Indiana. She is also a founding member
and co-president of the Michiana Orchid Society.

As impressive as these honors are, Ohlund
has also registered 12 new orchid hybrids at the
Royal Botanical Garden in Great Britain. Many
of these new hybrids, which were grown in her
personal greenhouse in Rolling Prairie, Ind., 
are named after family members such as her 
late mother.

Sandy Ohlund’s lifestyle is influenced by an 
interest in all things equatorial.
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HABLA ESPAÑOL?
In contrast to the orchid fascination that evolved in adult-

hood, Ohlund’s romance with the Spanish language blossomed
while she was a student at Michigan City, Indiana’s Elston
High School — specifically, as a sophomore, under the tutelage
of what Ohlund describes as a “wonderful and inspiring teacher
who spoke Spanish with a Lebanese accent.” 

As a child, Ohlund says she was intrigued by languages.
Looking back, she regrets that her parents, both Swedish immi-
grants, never taught her their native language. Consequently,
that yearning to understand and speak another language was
transferred to Spanish and encouraged to its fullest at Elston.
“In high school you had to pick a language to study,” said
Ohlund. “I picked Spanish and something just clicked.” 

Following her graduation from high school in 1962,
Ohlund became fluent in Spanish after spending the summer as
an exchange student in Mexico City. After her freshmen year at
Indiana University (IU), another summer spent in the Mexican
capital only increased her proficiency. 

From there her language skills quickly
became a commodity. While still an
undergraduate at IU, Ohlund not
only spent three years tutoring
Spanish to fellow students, but was
recruited to serve with the National
Security Agency at Fort Meade, Md., in
1965. When asked to elaborate on the
details of this highly classified posi-
tion, Ohlund laughs, jokingly lowers
her voice and says, “Shhh! I can’t tell
you what I did. Well, I could, but I’d
have to kill you.”

By this time, Ohlund’s career plans
were fairly clear. She wanted to teach.
Despite her mastery of the Spanish 
language, the hard part was determining
the ideal subject matter. “I’m the kind of
person who really enjoys everything. I like 
sciences. I like English. When I went to college I said, ‘should
I major in chemistry, Spanish, English or art?’ Regardless, I
knew I wanted to teach.”

A PASSION LEADS TO A PROFESSION
No doubt helping influence her decision was the fact that

Ohlund’s knowledge of Spanish allowed her to test out of many
Spanish classes at Indiana University — permitting 
her to pursue her master’s degree as an undergraduate. Thus,
she obtained her master’s in Spanish and Latin American litera-
ture in1967, merely a year after receiving her bachelor’s
degree, graduating summa cum laude in Spanish with a minor
in Portuguese.

While studying for her master’s, Ohlund was also named a
Woodrow Wilson Fellow, one of the most distinguished honors
that can be bestowed upon those in the teaching profession.

That same year, Ohlund accepted a position as a Spanish
instructor at Butler University, becoming one of only two
Woodrow Wilson Fellows on the entire faculty.

Following stints as a Spanish instructor at New Prairie
(Ind.) High School in the mid to late 1980s, Ohlund came to
Holy Cross in 1990, first as an instructor, then as an assistant
professor of Spanish. In addition to her duties at Holy Cross,
Ohlund is also a guest lecturer at Purdue University North
Central, where she teaches continuing education classes. The
new division of Continuing Education at Holy Cross has also
given her the opportunity to offer courses in Spanish for
Business and Travel — and Orchid Growing — to the South
Bend community.

Ohlund has also been instrumental in honoring those 
students who have excelled in the classroom. A member of 
several honoraries such as Phi Beta Kappa during her 
collegiate career, Ohlund was aware of the benefits of 
membership. Upon her arrival at Holy Cross, she recognized
that such an organization should be available to students who
achieved academic distinction. “I contacted Phi Theta Kappa
(an international honorary for students at two-year institutions),
and in 1997 Holy Cross inducted its first members into this

society,” said Ohlund. “As the faculty advisor of Phi Theta
Kappa, it is wonderful to see our students honored and

receive transfer scholarships.”

“I WANT THEM 
TO ENJOY LEARNING”

Ohlund’s approach to education, regardless
of the age group or the subject matter, is

based on the same principle. “I always
want the experience to be positive so that
people aren’t afraid to jump in to a little
Spanish or give orchid-growing a try,” 

said Ohlund. “It’s not that I’m going to get
many of these kids to become fluent in a couple

semesters. Basically, I want them to think, ‘Wow, I can’t
remember all that stuff, but it sure was fun.’ I want them to
enjoy learning.”

“If you can touch someone’s life … what better gift is
there to give to the world? What better legacy can you leave?”

Her tropical interests aside, Ohlund is also passionate
about her family life. In addition to her teaching and botanical
schedule, she is the mother of three daughters who she
describes as “absolute
delights”: twin 
30-year-olds, Cindy
and Wendy, and 
27-year-old Robin. 

Always an open door — Br. James Bluma, 
vice president, academic affairs, works with 
student Harold Chacone in 1989.

F A C U L T Y P R O F I L E
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F rom the moment of birth, the well-being of son Derek was
always first and foremost in the mind of Melody Woznicki

(’96). Like most parents, Woznicki tried to work her schedule
around the activities of her only child. For the first five years of
Derek’s life (1986-1991), this goal was attainable as Melody stayed
at home to raise her son while her husband supported the family
financially. 

Shortly thereafter, her resolve to keep Derek as the number-one
priority in her life was tested.

In the early 1990s, Woznicki’s 20-year marriage to her husband
ended in divorce. At a crossroads in her life, the 41-year-old
Woznicki, a 1970 graduate of Marian High School in Mishawaka,
Ind., decided to go to college. “Going through the
soul-searching I did at this time, I decided I
wanted to learn for the sake of learning,”
said Woznicki. “That’s what brought
me back to school.”

Because Holy Cross
College came highly
recommended by two of her
brothers who previously
attended the College,
Woznicki enrolled at HCC
in the fall of 1993 with a
simple agenda in mind.
“Basically, I had 
no intention of working
toward a degree — I 
just wanted to take a 
few classes that were 
of interest to me.”

Woznicki nearly did not make it
to her first test that semester. A few
weeks into her freshman year she was 
ready to call it quits after missing a day of 
class due to an illness.

“The day when I was home, I remember thinking
maybe this isn’t right for me … maybe I don’t belong here,”
Woznicki recalled. “I thought about all the work and the reading that
was assigned — I also had a six-year-old son I had to take care of.”

“That evening, Marcie Coulter-Kern, my psychology professor,
called me at home and said ‘We missed you in class today … I
hope that everything’s OK.’ Because of her concern I thought I had
to go back to class.”

Woznicki returned to class the next day and, strengthened by
the support of the faculty, she graduated with honors in August 
of 1996. Encouraged to continue her education at Notre Dame,
Woznicki applied, and was accepted to, the University for the fall
semester. Woznicki admits she had no career goal in mind when 
she enrolled at Notre Dame, she just wanted to continue taking the
psychology and sociology classes she enjoyed while at Holy Cross.

In the challenging environment of Notre Dame, Woznicki once
again doubted her ability to compete against some of the brightest
young minds in the country. “I was just trying to finish out my first

semester, and thought I probably wouldn’t return,” said Woznicki.
“Then my grades came in, and I thought ‘Hey, I did 
pretty well. If I made it through one semester I can make it 
through another.’”

Melody not only made it through the next semester at Notre
Dame, she graduated magna cum laude the following spring — 
with a double major in psychology and sociology.

Despite her acceptance into various master’s programs,
Woznicki decided to put her education to practical use immediately.
Looking for a job after graduation, Melody knew she wanted to help
people the same way she had been helped during the past 10 years

of her life. “I had such a positive experience working with
the counselors I had while going through my

divorce that I wanted to help people in a
similar way.”

In November of 1998,
Woznicki was offered the job

of program coordinator for
the Victim Impact Panel

(VIP) at the Center for
Community Justice in
Elkhart, Ind., 
a position she has
held ever since. In
her emotional yet
rewarding profession,

Woznicki is
responsible for

planning and managing
sessions in which

volunteer speakers tell their
own stories about the deadly

consequences of drunk driving to
court-ordered individuals, at-risk youth,

students and the general public.

Through it all, Woznicki has always been able to
maintain her focus, not only on her studies and
professional career, but on her son as well.

“When I was in college, I scheduled my classes while Derek was 
at school and did my homework after he went to bed so that after
he got home from school, it was our time together,” Woznicki said.
“There were nights I’d crawl into bed at 5 a.m. — having just 
finished a paper or studying — and get up at 6 a.m. to get Derek off 
to school.”

Even today, she has worked her schedule so that it is flexible
enough to allow her to attend her son’s many athletic events and
other school activities. Besides the fact she’s always been there for
her son, her late-blooming academic pursuits also gave Derek an
up-close look at how to strive for success in school.

“I definitely feel that seeing me go back to school and being
serious about studying has helped him academically,” said
Woznicki, adding that, last year, Derek had the highest GPA of 
anyone in his class at Christ the King school.

Sounds like a kid who has his priorities straight as well.

S e t t i n g Pr i o r i t i e s

A L U M I N I  F E A T U R E

Woznicki with son Derek
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1977 
Robert Ward and his wife, Wendy, are living in Kingston, Mass.,
with their two children. Caroline is 10 and Emily is 4. Bob works
for Blue Cross and Blue Shield as financial contract manager. He
received his MBA from Suffolk University in May, 1993. 
1982
Susan M. (Hayes) Oldiges and her husband, James, live with
their two children in Mooresville, N.C. Allyson is 3 and Paige is 2.
She and her husband are both employed by US Airways.
1983 
Scott G. Mahalick is living in Las Vegas, Nev., and working as
vice president for Citadel Communications.
1985 
Paul J. Conaty and his wife, Kitty, relocated to Saint Louis, Mo.,
in December, 1999, with 4-year-old Paul Joseph, Jr. Paul is the
national sales manager for KMOV-TV in Saint Louis.
Bruce M. McCourt and his wife, Patricia, had their first baby,
John Quincy, born August 5, 2000. They are making their home
in Niles, Mich. Bruce works as a certified financial planner for
American Express Financial Advisors.
1988
Laura A. (Gerster) Kochajda and her husband, Joe, are living in
Rochester Hills, Mich., where she is a physical education/health
teacher for Avondale Public Schools.
1989 
Michael T. Reilly and Michelle have four children; Colin, 5,
Patrick, 4, Brian, 4, and Ardan, 1. They make their home in
Gambrills, Md.
1990 
Robert A. Belde graduated from Air Force Commissioned 
Officer School in August, 2000. His current rank is that of 
captain. He will serve in the U.S. Air Force as a clinical 
psychologist for three years after he completes his residency 
at Wright-Patterson AFB in September, 2001. Robert and his 
wife, Barbara, are living in Beavercreek, Ohio.
Rocco Cantanzarite is proposal coordinator for Motorola in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. He received his bachelor’s from
Indiana University in 1999 in political science.
1991 
Lori L. (Caskey) and Stephen J. Sigety make their home in
Mishawaka, Ind. Steve is assistant database administrator at
Teachers Credit Union in Mishawaka and Lori is a young 
people’s specialist at the St. Joseph County Public Library 
in South Bend, Ind. 
1992
Scott E. Welch and his wife, Jill, are living in Ottawa, Ohio, 
where they are both employed at Leopold, Wildenhaus & Schloff
as assistant county prosecutors. Scott received his law degree
from Capital Law School in May, 1999.
1993 
Anthony D. Brooke and his wife, Yvonne, are living in Anchorage,
Alaska. Tony is a sports reporter for Smith Broadcasting, KIMO-
TV. He writes he is “livin’ large in Alaska and lovin’ it!”

1993 con’t.

Jennifer A. (Fisher) Bullock and her husband, Chris, live in
Royal Oak, Mich. Jennifer received her B.S. in justice studies
from Arizona State University.

1994 
Jamie L. Biggs is the events manager for GameWorks in
Columbus, Ohio. She received her B.S. from Franklin University.
Jamie writes, “I feel fortunate for my experience at Holy Cross
College.” She would love to hear from any of her old friends at
Holy Cross. Her e-mail address is jbiggs@gameworks.com.
Heather M. Blanda is a certified dental assistant working for
Spilman Dentistry in Osceola, Ind. She is planning to be married
in November, 2001.
Thomas J. Derue is an associate at Bingham Summers, LLP, in
Indianapolis, Ind. He makes his home in Fishers, Ind.
Renee (Hahn) was recently married to Ryan Jay. They are 
making their home in Mishawaka, Ind. She is a retail sales repre-
sentative for 1st Source Bank, while her husband is an account
executive for Eagle Global Logistics in South Bend, Ind.
Beverly R. Klopenstine graduated from Bethel College in May,
2000, majoring in human services. She is currently working as 
an addictions counselor at Oaklawn in Elkhart, Ind.
Sarah E. Nagy makes her home in Kalamazoo, Mich., and is a
pharmaceutical representative for Nelson Professional Sales.
1995 
Andrea L. Dominello is the editorial assistant for The Community
Press in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Thomas J. Lieb, III is currently working for Price Waterhouse
Coopers, Transaction Services, as a senior associate and lives in
Redondo Beach, Calif.
Bradley E. Parker and his wife, Jeana, are making their home in
Aurra, Colo. He received his bachelor’s degree in international
business from Hawaii Pacific University in May, 1999, and works
for Verizon Wireless Communications.
Amy M. (Bergren) Thursby and her husband, David, are living in
Valparaiso, Ind. Amy is an eighth-grade language arts teacher in
LaPorte, Ind.
Margaret L. Turco obtained her master’s in social work and
worked with foster kids for almost two years in California. She
recently moved to Cape Coral, Fla., to begin building a home.
1996 
Kyle W. Krapf is a model working for Elite Modeling in Chicago,
Ill. He was back to visit the campus when he attended two ND
football games this past season and writes, “Holy Cross is a
beautiful place … wish they had resident halls when I attended. I
received a wonderful education from there and I am very thankful
to my teachers.” 
Timothy R. Lynch is working as an account manager for Lucent
Technologies in Lombard, Ill. He recently came back to the
Chicago area after working in Minneapolis, Minn., for 18 months.
Kathleen A. Mertz received her B.A. from the University of Notre
Dame in psychology / sociology. She is senior administrative
assistant in the Department of Biological Sciences at Notre Dame.

Class
NOTES

[Continued on page 17]
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Like many 18-year-olds, Rick Seniff (’93) 

was nervous and a little self-conscious during

orientation exercises his first day at Holy

Cross College in 1991. Like many other

freshmen, Seniff dreamed of the doors 

that would be open to him after receiving 

a college education. But, unlike the others,

Seniff was the father of a daughter old enough

to date his classmates.

BACK TO SCHOOL
“Day one, I’m over at the (Driscoll) auditorium,

and I’m surrounded by all these kids,” 

recalled Seniff, who enrolled at Holy Cross 

as a 43-year-old freshman. “I’m sitting there 

in the front row, and the guy next to me

nudges his friend. Being the good detective 

I am, I start listening to what he’s saying, 

and what I’m hearing him tell his buddy is 

that he’s dating my daughter.

“To make matters worse, he was in one of

my classes,” Seniff continued, chuckling.

“Now I’ve got to worry about this guy going

home and telling my daughter what a dummy

her old man is. That certainly added to the

intimidation factor in my return to school.”

Aside from the added discomfort during that

first day on campus, Seniff claims that he

never felt out of place, despite the fact he was

one of the few non-traditional students

enrolled at Holy Cross. “I didn’t know how I

was going to be treated when I went over

there but, after that first day of class, I never

felt uncomfortable — either with the younger

students or the faculty, who treated me like I

was somebody special.”

While the faculty’s

perception of Seniff

proved to be correct,

even they couldn’t

have predicted the

academic and

professional success

Seniff would enjoy in

the seven years

following his first

collegiate class —

success that

culminated in his election as sheriff of 

St. Joseph County (Ind.) in the fall of 1998. 

If you consider that his appointment came

following a law enforcement career that

spanned portions of three decades, this

accomplishment may not seem out of the

ordinary. Throw in three years of service in the

United States Marine Corps and a distin-

guished tour of duty in Vietnam, where he

earned the Navy Achievement Medal, and

Seniff’s ascension to the Sheriff’s office

appears to be quite natural.

However, it was his educational career, at

Holy Cross and beyond, that proved to be the

catalyst for his rise in the ranks of the county

police department.

PUTTING EDUCATION TO WORK
After obtaining his associate’s degree at Holy

Cross, Seniff graduated magna cum laude

from Bethel College with a bachelor of science

degree in organizational management in 1994.

He later received a master of science degree in

human resource development from Indiana

State University.

Following his career as a student, Seniff

focused his energies on training and teaching.

For two years, he was a visiting professor of

organizational leadership and supervision for

Purdue University, South Bend campus. He is

also an adjunct faculty member at Purdue

North Central, Indiana Wesleyan University, Tri

State University/South Bend and Ivy Tech State

College. “When I started teaching at Purdue, I

wanted to be the same type of teacher that I

had at Holy Cross,” Seniff added. 

In addition to teaching at the college level,

Seniff was a training consultant with Seniff

Associates, a training resource and

performance improvement company,

specializing in customized training. From this

experience he has worked with businesses and

industries in a five-county area, assisting them

in achieving their goals in training and

development, human resource and

organizational management issues.

A NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN
But if Seniff’s middle-aged academic and

professional careers seem improbable, his

election as sheriff in 1998 may be an even

larger victory for the perpetual underdog, as

Seniff’s November mandate marked the first

time in nearly 30 years that a Republican held

the office.

Seniff’s road to election was the culmination

of a law enforcement career that saw him work

in virtually every phase of the department. In

1970, Seniff started in the St. Joseph County

jail, was transferred to the Road Patrol

Division, and eventually into the Investigative

Division where he spent most of his career.

Working his way through the ranks, Seniff was

eventually promoted to detective captain

before being assigned as division commander

of the Investigative Section.

Coming full circle in his profession, Seniff

finished his career in the St. Joseph County

jail, where he developed and implemented 

the first jail officers training program — a

curriculum that is currently being used to train

jail officers, not only in the county, but in other

jurisdictions as well.

Despite his impressive list of accomplish-

ments, both personally and professionally,

there is another honor Seniff would hold in

equally high esteem. “I have a goal. I don’t

know if it will ever come true, but one of the

high-water marks of my career would be to go

back to Holy Cross and speak to a graduating

class ... I love that place.” 

FROM

FRESHMAN

TO LAWMAN

A L U M I N I  F E A T U R E
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1997 
Barbara L. Bentley graduated from Ball State University in 
May, 2000, where she received her B.S. in elementary education.
She is a fourth-grade teacher at Alexander Elementary in
Houston, Texas.
Jennifer A. (Marino) Petitgout received her degree in sociology
from Saint Mary’s College in May, 1999. She and her husband,
Lucas, are living in Hackensack, N.J.
1997 
Jennifer R. Ryan received her bachelor’s degree from the
University of Notre Dame in marketing in August, 1999. She 
lives in Chicago, Ill.

1998 
Douglas S. Graham, Jr., was married to Nicole Hayes in
October, 2000, and they are making their home in Elkhart, Ind.
Doug is now working as regional sales manager for Bay Bridge
Mfg., Inc., in Bristol, Ind.
Ralph J. Novotney, III received his B.A. in history from the
University of Notre Dame in May, 2000. He makes his home in
West Hills, Calif.
Jeannine Roeder received her B.A. in communications from
Purdue University in May, 2000. She is working as an assistant
account manager for Young & Laramore in Indianapolis, Ind.
1999 
Kelly E. Tumbleson is attending the University of Colorado’s
School of Business, Colorado Springs, Colo., where she has been
a student since August, 2000.
Megan M. Wickham is attending Indiana University and is work-
ing as a teller at Wells Fargo Bank in South Bend, Ind.
Ted Wallach has been accepted into ACE (Alliance for Catholic
Education) at the University of Notre Dame. He will be working
towards his master’s degree in education.
2000 
Joe D. Kingig and his wife, Amy, are making their home in Ft.
Wayne, Ind. Joe is attending the University of St. Francis and is
also working for Panel Mart.

Jesse DeSplinter is attending the University of Notre Dame,
where he is also a member of the football team. Jesse, who 
was baptized, confirmed and received his First Communion while
at Holy Cross (see Spring, 2000 Connections), writes campus
minister Robert Kloska: “Mr Kloska, I have some news for you! 
I made the football team. I am a Notre Dame football player! Can
you believe this? It feels so awesome. It’s so incredible. It seems
like for the first time in my life I am complete — now that I am
Catholic, attending the University of my dreams and playing 
football for them. I can’t express how I am feeling.”

Please remember in your prayers:
William C. Ellison, 1973, who passed away March 27, 2000.
Wanda A. Welch, 1973, who died February 12, 1996, 
as the result of an automobile accident.
Michael S. Termont, 1980, who died unexpectedly on August 
19, 2000. Michael was employed by Frito-Lay for the past 10
years and was a lifelong member of St. Joseph Church in
Mishawaka, Ind.
William Adams, 1986, who passed away October 31, 1994. He 
was 29 years old.
Terry Davis, 1996, who died May, 1999, due to injuries suffered 
in an automobile accident. 
Eric P. Makielski (Faculty), who was killed in an automobile 
accident near Kokomo, Ind., on October 12, 2000. He was an
adjunct instructor in computer graphics at Holy Cross College.
John Raymer "Johnny" Hardesty III, 1998, who died on March
21 at his home in Morgantown, W.V., after a valiant fight with
cancer. Prior to his illness, Hardesty, 22, was a student at the
University of Georgia as well as a Holy Cross graduate. 
Frank Diorio, (’94), a fellow Holy Cross alum who knew Hardesty
well, wrote that there was a special picture display at the funeral
which spoke volumes about Johnny’s appreciation of his days at
Holy Cross College.

Class
NOTES

[Continued from page 15]



In order to ensure that our readers have
the most accurate information regarding
our contribution records, the following
corrections should be noted from the Fall
2000 issue of Connections Magazine:

Jerry and Dorene Hammes were mistak-
enly omitted from the Trustee’s Circle of
the Brother John Driscoll Society.

Sandra Konesky Leone’s name was miss-
pelled in the gifts section from the Class 
of 1981.

Please accept our sincere apologies for 
these errors.

Community Education 
Series Update
Holy Cross College’s Community
Education program recently
completed a successful first year as
approximately 110 students enjoyed a
wide variety of courses, including:

• The Seven Habits of Highly

Successful Families – This spring, as
part of its Community Education
Series, Holy Cross College offered
an eight-week course on The Seven
Habits of Highly Effective Families,
a book by Franklin Covey. The
seminar, offered in conjunction
with St. Joseph County Healthy
Community Initiatives, focused on
timeless techniques that allow any
family — blended, single-parent,
two-parent or grandparent — to
develop more positive and pro-
ductive relationships. 

• How to Take the Pictures You Really

Want – Ever wondered why some
pictures turn out well while others
do not? Or why some photographs
appear flat and uninteresting? HCC
helped answer these questions and
more through a photography class
instructed by Jack Kapsa, MFA,

which met over the course of four
Saturdays this spring.

• Trash or Treasures — With the popu-
larity of such TV programs as PBS’
Antique Road Show, Holy Cross
offered a five-week course on how
people can look for valuable
antiques among the old relics in
their garage, attic or basement. The
class, instructed by national
antique expert Barbara Steele,
covered everything from glass,
china and pottery, to furniture,
jewelry, textiles and reproductions.

This summer, Community Education
will offer Youth Enrichment Days, June
23 and 30, for students in grades 4-7.
Family classes will also be available
throughout the summer months.

The next Community Education
schedule will be available in 
August, with classes resuming in 
mid-September. For more 
information, please contact Patricia
Adams, director of community
education at (219) 239-8364 or
padams@hcc-nd.edu.

From the Mouths of Babes
As part of this year’s commencement
activities, the College featured the
African Children’s Choir on campus
the evening prior to commencement.

The choir — made up of African
children, ages 5 - 12 — was formed in
1974 by a minister after he worked
among Uganda’s persecuted Christians
on human rights issues during Idi
Amin’s reign of terror.

In the past 15 years they have
performed on such programs as 
“CBS This Morning,” “Good Morning
America,” “The Today Show,” “Focus
on the Family” and “Dove Awards”.
The choir was also nominated for a
Grammy in 1993 in the “Best Gospel

Choir” category.

Tying in naturally with the College’s
existing Ghana program, it was a
striking commencement event for
several graduates in particular who
studied in Ghana last summer. 
(see Fall 2000 Connections)
In addition, members of the 
Holy Cross Community opened 
their homes for two days to the
children and their chaperones.
For more information:
www.africanchildrenschoir.com.

Dean O’Hara Gives
Commencement Address
In her May 12 commencement address
to the 34th graduating class at Holy
Cross College, Patricia A. O’Hara, the
Joseph A. Matson Dean of the Notre
Dame Law School, remarked, “I hope
you take away from here a slate of
“F’s” — faculty, family, friends, faith
and fulfillment.” 

O’Hara was named the ninth dean 
of the Notre Dame Law School in

The nationally-renowned African Children’s Choir
performed at Holy Cross College in May.
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Dean Patricia O’Hara addressed the Holy Cross College
class of 2001.



Versatile Vincent Hall
Most people acquainted with Holy Cross

College are familiar with the design of Vincent
Hall and its ideal layout for students and faculty.
However, few probably realize that the design
also provides a near-perfect template for building
a birdhouse.

Holy Cross College, along with about 40 
other St. Joseph County businesses, schools 
and government agencies, showcased a very
unique entry in the first annual “Panorama of
(Bird) Homes” — a project benefitting two 
local charities. The College’s entry — a replica 
of Vincent Hall — was displayed to the public 
for two weeks in April at the local University 
Park Mall.

As a participant, Holy Cross was provided a
starter kit and instructions to create a display 
no larger than 24" x 24", using imagination and
ingenuity to create a Panorama-quality
birdhouse, distinctive to the College. Each
display then went on sale to the public via a
ballot auction with proceeds benefitting two 
local charities. 

The Holy Cross College Alumni Association
managed to be the highest bidder and donated
the birdhouse back to the College, where it
served as a unique centerpiece at the
commencement reception in May. It is planned
that the birdhouse will also be displayed during
the 35th anniversary celebration.

Around
CAMPUS

1999. In June, 1990, O’Hara became 
the first woman to serve as an 
officer of Notre Dame, upon her
election as vice president for 
student affairs. In this role, O’Hara
was responsible for campus ministry,
student residences, residence life,
multicultural and international
student affairs, student activities,
security/police, as well as the
University’s counseling center, health
services, career and placement
services, and alcohol and drug
education.

She earned her B.A. summa cum laude
from Santa Clara University in 1971,
and her J.D. summa cum laude from
Notre Dame in 1974, graduating first
in her class. She is a member of the
California State Bar, the Federal Bar
for the Northern and Central Districts
of California, and the United States
Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit. A Notre Dame Law School
faculty member since 1981, O’Hara
was chosen Distinguished Professor of
the Year by the law school’s students
in 1986. She also received the Howard
J. Kenna, C.S.C. Award for outstand-
ing service to Notre Dame and the
Congregation of Holy Cross in 1997.

With a specialty in corporate and
securities law, Dean O’Hara has 
been a frequent participant on 
panels exploring issues associated
with corporate takeovers and insider
trading. Her published works include 
a UCLA Law Review article, cited 
by the U.S. Supreme Court in a 
1988 opinion.

Admit One
The Holy Cross College Admissions
Department has expanded with the
addition of Rebecca Hood as
admissions counselor and the

promotion of Heidi Schwartz as
assistant admissions director.

Hood will aid in all facets of the
recruitment and selection process of
new students, including interviews,
school visits, college fairs and the
Presidential Scholars program. Hood
holds a bachelor of science degree
from Cedarville College, where she
worked for several years in the
admissions department. She worked
most recently as administrative
coordinator for the Nyloncraft
Division of Dura Automotive systems.

Schwartz is the coordinator of the
College’s Student Ambassador
program, in addition to her recruiting 
responsibilities, corresponding
marketing, enrollment and 
publication management. “The 12
students I have working with me in
the Ambassador program are really
doing an outstanding job,” reported
Schwartz. “They’ve already made
over 1,700 contacts with prospective
students — which is a great help to
the entire Admissions staff.”

Br. Raymond Honored
Br. Raymond Harrington, C.S.C., 
Holy Cross English instructor, is 
the recipient of the College’s first
Excellence in Teaching award. The
award was presented at the
College’s academic convocation in
February.

In his comments honoring Br.
Raymond, Dr. William Mangan, vice
president for academic affairs,

Rebecca Hood (R) joins the recently promoted
Heidi Schwartz (L) in the Holy Cross College
Admissions Department.

FACULTY & STAFF

Tim Barkyoumb is surrounded by (L-R) Cindy Heeter Takach,
Liz Hillsman and Maggie Neenan at an alumni event in 1990. 
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remarked, “students have noted in
particular Brother’s keen intellect, sense
of humor, compassion and high
standards.” A member of the Holy
Cross College faculty since 1973, 
Br. Raymond also served as chair 
of the College’s Humanities
Division. Referring to his 46-year
career, which includes teaching
English, composition and American
literature at a variety of Brothers of
the Holy Cross-sponsored schools
throughout the Midwest, Brother’s
philosophy is: “The longer you teach,
the more you learn.” His strong
commitment to youth is also 
evidenced by his volunteer service 
at Holy Trinity High, a Chicago 
inner-city school, where he has 
taught remedial English during 
the summer for the past 29 years.

Over the years, Br. Raymond has
found that “it is important not only 
to stress self-discipline with
students, but self-confidence as well.”

Caponigri Receives Citation 
Upon her retirement this spring as a
full-time member of the Holy Cross
faculty, Winifred Caponigri was
commended by the Board of Trustees,
along with Br. Richard Gilman, for her
loyalty, accomplishments and
continued support of the College’s
mission since she began her teaching
career in 1969. The citation presented
to her noted that she …

• served with distinction as teacher
and mentor in chemistry and
geology for 31 years of
uninterrupted service;

• served as a model for women and
science and remained professionally
active in numerous societies
throughout her employment;

• is known throughout St. Joseph
County, the city of South Bend, as
well as University of Notre Dame
and Saint Mary’s College
communities as an exemplar of the
Holy Cross College professorate.

Leik, Caponigri Granted 
Emeritus Status
Also honored at the Trustees meeting
in April was Br. James Leik, who 
was designated professor emeritus.
Along with her citation, Winifred
Caponigri was recognized by the
Board as the College’s first associate 
professor emeritus. 

Toys for Tots
In December, the services of 19 Holy
Cross students were auctioned off for
the Michiana-area Toys for Tots
program. The students donated time
for a variety of tasks, including
cleaning other students’ rooms,
dinner-and-a-movie and free tutoring.
The auction raised a school record of
$605 for the Christmas-time program.
Holy Cross’ efforts were also noticed
by WNDU-TV, which sponsored the
drive, and the local station recognized
the generosity of students during its
live coverage of the community’s toy
drive efforts. 

One in a Million
The dance floor was rocking at the
Millionaire’s Ball in November at the

Village Landing Mall with more than
75 HCC students looking like a
“million dollars.” The dance contest
was the most popular event of the
evening. Chris Edwards and Chris
Vilivec — along with their dates —
tied for first in the contest. The music
varied with Top 40, techno, rave,
swing and ’80s music.

Star Search
In February, nine Holy Cross students
competed in Karaoke Night in
Driscoll Lounge for prizes and the
admiration of everyone in attendance. 

College staff members also joined in
the fun as Phyllis Scott, academic
secretary, Mary Cochran, bookstore
manager and Matt Urbanski, assistant
director, advancement, acted as judges
for the first two rounds of competition.

In the final round, two groups
performed a randomly chosen song
before the audience selected freshman
Bob Koch as the overall winner. The
contest was sponsored by the Student
Activities Council.

It’s Greek to Me
A new fraternity/sorority was
recently formed on the Holy Cross
campus. Bacchus and Gamma is a
Greek organization based on peer
education. Students educate one
another on issues such as healthy
living, drug abuse, eating disorders,
sexual abuse and many other
problems students are challenged to
face every day.

Happy Trails! These students perform a duet 
during the HCC karaoke contest.

STUDENT LIFE

Br. Raymond is surrounded by his three nieces, who
attended the academic convocation in February.
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At one of the first workshops
sponsored by Bacchus and Gamma
this spring, the topic True Love Waits
was presented, which encouraged
students to share their thoughts on
healthy relationships and respect for
the gift of sexuality.

HCC Supports Leukemia Drive 
Five Holy Cross College students met
their goal of raising $5,000 to benefit
the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society’s Team in Training program,
which runs in select races and
marathons nationwide to raise money
for cancer research. This spring, the
students supported the May 5
Indianapolis Mini-Marathon 
by collecting donations and selling 
T-shirts and muffins each morning 
to fellow students on campus. 

One of the students, Holy Cross
freshman Chris Edwards, was the
subject of a feature article in the South
Bend Tribune on April 27. Edwards,
who suffers from cerebral palsy, ran
the mini-marathon in memory of Scott
Delgadillo, a young leukemia patient
who died earlier this year.

Bring on the Irish!

Muffet McGraw’s national champion
Fighting Irish aren’t the only local
women’s basketball team to have had
a successful season. While the Holy
Cross intramural team of Brenna
Young, Shannon Young, Annie
Wolbeck, Jennifer Sauer, Kristen
Kerns, Shannon Hillman and Anna
Kindig may not have made it to the
NCAA Women’s Final Four in St.
Louis, they did post a number of
impressive wins this season, including
two victories over intramural teams
from Saint Mary’s College by
respective scores of 24-21 and 20-16. 

Bring on the Irish II!
Congratulations to Tim Bonadies, Dan
Cochran, Jason Ditch, Robert Kloska,
and Joseph Kloska on winning the
Intramural Basketball Championship.

The squad ended the season with a
spotless record, finishing the regular
season 11-0 and emerging from the
playoffs victorious. The team,
described by its members as “four
hurt guys and one fat guy,” was a
model of consistency all year long.

Overall, the intramural program had a
strong turnout on a weekly basis yet
again this year.

Teammates (L-R) Jennifer Sauer, Arnie Wolbeck,
Anna Kindig, Brenna Young and Shannon Young
pose before taking the court.

Around
CAMPUS

Jenny Nemeth
Remembered
Holy Cross sophomore Jenny Nemeth

of DePere, Wis., died on March 2, after

contracting bacterial meningitis, a rare

but deadly disease. A popular student

on campus, Jen’s death was a shock to

the entire Holy Cross community,

especially to her friends, who meant

so much to her. Following are excerpts

from Cross Word —

the student newsletter

— from those

classmates who knew

her best.

“Jen lives on through

fond memories, many smiles, and

many tears. She has been an

inspiration to us … We will never

forget the way she touched our lives.

Jenny Nemeth blessed us, so now we

sign off as she always did: 

‘I love you. You’ll always be in my

heart.’” – Emily Buchtel and Nora

McDonnell

“There is no doubt in my mind that

she was an angel sent to us from God.

Unfortunately, angels do not stay

long.” – Gillean Hurley

During the student Mass on Sunday,

May 6, a memorial tree and plaque

were blessed in Jenny’s memory. 

In addition, this fall’s orientation

Mass will be held in her honor.

Jenny Nemeth

Smiles, everyone — Nancy Mears attends the
Vincent Hall dedication in September, 1995.
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Alumni and Parent 
Phon-a-thon Extended!
Since the College is still “getting wired”
for the new Voice-Over Internet phone
system, the Advancement Office has
extended the annual Phon-a-thon into 
July. The goal this year is to raise $22,000,
which will support upgrades in tech-
nology throughout the College. 

Board of Directors News
Following last August’s strategic planning
process, the Board increased the number
of meetings from four to six and the mem-
bership from 12 to 14 — looking for an
optimum number totaling 20. Over the
course of the year, a number of College
faculty, staff and students were invited to
talk at the Alumni Board meetings about
various activities on campus. 
Financial Assistance — The Alumni
Association offered support totaling over
$1,000 in response to a variety of campus
needs • Campus Ministry for Spes Unica
VII retreat and a VCR • Student Activities
Council for Midnight Basketball event 
t-shirts • Resident Hall Council dorm-
sponsored activities, such as dances and
parties. An endowed scholarship is
scheduled to be awarded to a student in
Fall 2001.
Welcome — Two new Alumni Association
Board appointments were made during
the year; Mike Mancini ‘82, was elected 
as vice-president and Tom Stier ‘85, was
elected as treasurer. 
Alumni Volunteers — On April 21, over
150 students, faculty, staff and alumni
from Holy Cross College got involved in
helping out with the annual “Christmas In
April” program. This year’s efforts were
targeted on South Bend’s far west side.
Over 75 homes were renovated in the
community service project, five of which
Holy Cross had a hand in helping clean
up and renovate.

The Alumni Association is always
encouraging alumni who are looking to 
re-establish their ties with Holy Cross. If
you are interested in volunteering on the
alumni board, please contact Jeff Young, at
jeff@pathfind.com

Party Time! — Looking for a great tailgate
party to hit while attending Notre Dame
home football games this fall? No need to
look any further than the Holy Cross
College tailgate spread that will be set up
in the Notre Dame Library parking lot each
home football Saturday. Just look for the
HCC flag. Stop by for food, refreshments
and special giveaways. We’ll also have a
Holy Cross register to help you look up old
HCC buddies. See you on September 22 for
the home opener vs. Michigan State!
Football Ticket Raffle — Watch for your
Alumni Association mailing with infor-
mation about winning Notre Dame
football season tickets. The cost for raffle
tickets is $2 each or three for $5. All of the
proceeds go to the Alumni Endowed
Scholarship. The raffle will be held on
August 25, during Orientation Weekend.

Meet the Parents — In conjunction with
the students Spring Assessment Testing
Day on campus this March, John and Ellen
Jessen, current parents, spoke to
prospective parents about their son
Johnathan’s choice to attend Holy Cross
and his overall experience at the College.
This brief talk gave prospective parents an
opportunity to ask questions, as well as to
gather additional information about the
surrounding community, including
museums, banks, apartment complexes
and shopping in the area. 

College Fairs: Parents Advisory Board
members have taken a page from alumni
and volunteered to assist in the College
recruiting efforts at high school college
fairs in cities such as Toledo, Indianapolis,
Chicago and Atlanta. (Can we add your
city to the list?) 
Home and Away: The Parents Advisory
Board plans to initiate a Fall Football
Game Watch on September 15, 2001,
where parents can meet their son’s and
daughter’s roommates and other parents
for food and fun as they watch the
(“away”) Notre Dame vs. Purdue game on
the campus big screen.

Curry Named Vice President for
Advancement — Brother Richard Gilman,
C.S.C., president of Holy Cross College,
recently announced the selection of Jeffrey
A. Curry as vice president for advance-
ment. In his new role, Curry will oversee
the planning and implementation of
College development, public relations and
the alumni and parent programs.

Curry comes to Holy Cross following his
most recent experience as vice president,
treasury management, of Shoreline Bank,
in Benton Harbor, Mich., where he direct-
ed the successful growth of an asset-based
lending program licensed by Private
Business, Inc. 
In 1997, under Curry’s leadership as the
general campaign chairman, Southwest
Michigan’s United Way campaign growth
ranked number one in the state of
Michigan and fourth in the country. The
current president of the Art Diamond
Toastmasters Club of South Bend, Curry
earned his bachelor’s degree in economics
from Kalamazoo College. Curry and his
wife, Diane, are the parents of two
children.

Not wasting any time in his new position, Curry
“rubbed elbows” with national morning TV anchors
Katie Couric and Charles Gibson during a recent trip
to New York to celebrate his 40th birthday.

PARENTS PLUS
hcc-nd.edu/Parents

GET CONNECTED
Plug in to upcoming events…

hcc-nd.edu/Alumni

Sporting their Santa hats and HCC “Christmas 
in April” t-shirts, alumni joined students and 
Holy Cross College President Br. Richard Gilman,
(second from right, front row) in lending a hand.

ROUNDUP

ALUMNI
Association News

DEVELOPMENT
Department News

Br. Lawrence Unfried, C. S. C., confers with
students in the biology lab back in 1986.
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Holy Cross College has a brand new student residence — its fourth

on campus and the first to be built as a student residence from the

ground up. Designed as apartments, the new facility responds to

a growing trend on college campuses for student amenities and

includes 12 two-bedroom/two-bath units with kitchenettes and living

areas in each.

The generosity of alumni and friends has helped to make it a reality.

Your support is gratefully acknowledged. Together, we can ensure

that Holy Cross College is as great a place to live as it is to learn.

Please visit our web site to learn more about gift opportunities —

or use the attached envelope and gift form. Contact Jeff Curry at

jcurry@hcc-nd.edu.
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HAMMES BOOKSTORE
See inside Connections magazine for order form.
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F

Champion T-Shirt with Athletic Department
logo. Navy or grey with red screen.
M, L, XL $12.99.

The Game ball cap with gold bar design. White
shown. Navy also available. $14.99.

Legacy Athletic ball cap. Navy with gold oval
design. $19.99.

Vantage Polo — 100% cotton. White with left
chest and sleeve embroidery.
S, M, L, XL $31.99. XXL $41.99.

Jansport 100% cotton “Alumni” shirt. Oxford
or white with center chest screen logo.
S, M, L, XL $14.99. XXL $16.99. XXXL $18.99.

Jansport 100% cotton long sleeve T-shirt with
full-chest screened logo. White or oxford with
blue screen. M, L, XL $22.99. XXL $24.99.
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