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The following words came to mind in response
to a prayer for a song that supports the belief
that God sees, knows and cares.

“Be not dismayed what e’er betides.
God will take care of you;
Beneath his wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.
God will take care of you.
Through every day
O’er all the way;
He will take care of you
God will take care,
He’ll take care of you.”

The phrase that speaks of abiding beneath
God’s wings draws from imagery in Psalm 91:4. 

The song above and the Psalmist’s words serve,
along with an old cane, a new instructor, new pas-
tor, new living quarters, an early morning tele-
phone call and three other Scriptures, to help me
thank the God who sees, knows and cares.
Sometimes we need more help than usual. 

By God’s grace the cane served as one of the
first tangible reminders that God sees, knows and
cares. It was given to me two years ago as a
memento from the life of a beloved cousin. At the
time it seemed odd that it was given to me.
However, as my husband and I packed for a move
from our house to an apartment, that cane, which
had been put aside, proved to be just the thing to
relieve the weight-bearing pain my doctor and I
associated with a pulled muscle in my leg. 

“Thank you, Father. You saw way up the road
and knew two years ago that I would need this,” I
said, while I continued with my hurried packing.

It took Holy Spirit given Scriptures and under-
standing, however, to fully appreciate and connect
the dots to conclude that God sees, knows and
cares. These also helped me feel right about shar-
ing in this way. 

Since Jan. 24, my life has changed dramatically.
Teaching a class that was like a loved ministry
ceased for me. Being able to attend worship at
Englewood, which has many sets of stairs, became
too painful physically for me. By the grace of the
God who sees, knows and cares, the new pastor
was already in place to lead in worship and handle
pastoral duties. Instead of a cane, a wheelchair
became my primary means for pain-free mobility.
Using a wheelchair would have been difficult in
the home where we lived for 34 years. My hus-
band and I have traveled to emergency room and
scheduled health-plan visits to manage pain and
for tests to confirm or rule out sciatica, osteoporo-
sis and/or multiple myeloma. One doctor finally
named multiple myeloma as a possibility. Knowing
that kept me from another test later that day that
the technician and her supervisor said may have
been harmful in light otherwise. I thanked God,
who sees, knows and cares.

Finally, and most importantly, to the helpful
Scriptures. As I checked email on April 17, Hagar’s
naming of God in Genesis 16:13 (NKJV) came to
mind: “She called the name of the LORD, who
spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees.” The
words of the Lord Jesus, which speak of the
Father knowing “the things you have need of
before you ask him” (Matthew 6:8) came to mind,
along with 1 Peter 5:7, which instructs us to cast
all our “care upon him, for he cares for” us.

I pray and expect these Scriptures, the tangible
evidences noted and the prayers, encouraging
words and loving support from my husband, fami-
ly, friends and believers will help me respond as
my dear sister in Christ Susan Sommer does. She
daily offers praise and thanksgiving to God, who
sees, knows and cares for each new day. I also
pray this sharing helps others facing life-changing
challenges do the same and to pray for me. TM
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Conflicted about peace
Thank you for the April 18 editorial (“Conflicted
About Peace”) clarifying the varied Mennonite
positions on war and peace. To hear that some
Mennonites defend the invasion of Iraq is distress-
ing. Romans 13 might legitimately be used to justi-
fy a police force accompanied by a judicial system,
but it is a stretch to use it as a God-given right for
one nation to invade another. I am grateful that
Christian Peacemaker Teams is “getting in the
way” of the warmakers. Lots of Mennonites (and
Christians from other traditions) are concluding
that war is not the answer—for Christians or any-
one else—solving conflicts. I can’t believe that
Jesus told us to love our enemies only because we
have Christian or non-Christian neighbors to do
the killing for us.—Abraham K. Gehman, Bally, Pa. 

In the “Conflicted About Peace” editorial, Everett
Thomas takes on a difficult subject: What stance
on peace should modern Mennonites have? He
accurately sums up the modern disconnect with
traditional Mennonite pacifist views.

The call to begin to debate this issue is an
important one. But there is one thing that we can-
not forget in our dialogue—this is not a debate
based on modern rules of democracy with the side
most popular with today’s ideas getting the most
votes and therefore winning. I would even make
the heretical statement that it doesn’t come down
to what any one church—even the Mennonite
church—teaches. Different Christian church tradi-
tions teach conflicting views on the necessity of
nonviolence. So if our foundation is on Jesus, then
what it does come down to is what did Jesus teach
about how to treat our enemies?

Mohammed taught that the ultimate aim of
Islam is to marry government and religion to pro-
duce an Islamic state, and the sword should be
used against “infidels.” I don’t think it would take
much of a reading of the Gospels to find that Jesus
taught and lived something radically different.
Whose teaching do we believe in?

We’d better look closely at what Jesus really
teaches in Scripture before we begin this debate.
We will find things in there that both “conserva-
tive” and “liberal” believers may be challenged by
but surprisingly able to agree on.—Kenton Glick,
Lititz, Pa.

I am grateful that Everett Thomas tackled the
question What does it mean for us Mennonites to
be a peace church in a time of war? in his April 18
editorial. But I was disappointed in how he por-
trayed the traditional Mennonite stance that
rejects personal involvement in war but is some-
times silent about the state’s decision to go to war.
This position is not based on being grateful that
we are “fortunate enough to live in a land that pro-
vides us with security and prosperity.” Rather this
position is based on the recognition that it is
impossible for the state to be nonviolent.

The church and the state operate from two dif-
ferent power bases (or, to use traditional language,
two different kingdoms) and have different pur-
poses. The earliest Anabaptists affirmed that the
use of violent force by the state is allowed by God
to maintain civil order but is “outside the perfec-
tion of Christ” and so is not to be used by
Christians.

So what are the implications of this position
when it comes to our nation being at war? Menno-
nites who take the traditional position will affirm
that war is a horrible act that goes against the way
of Christ and that we must not participate in it.
These same Mennonites recognize the sad reality
that states sometimes need to use violence to
defend their citizens and maintain civil order and
so do not criticize the state for doing this.
However, if the state is using violence when it does
not need to, or going to war without sufficient jus-
tification, traditional Mennonites can rightly criti-
cize the government for doing so.—Ryan Ahlgrim,
Indianapolis

New look at parable
Many thanks to Jane Yoder-Short for her insightful
“The Parable of the Traveling CEO” (April 18). At
last an interpretation that makes sense! If the mas-
ter is the god-figure, his behavior and attitude
seems out of sync with the God revealed in Jesus.
I always felt sorry for the poor fellow with the one

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Our cover may jar you, with its juxtaposition of martial arts
and the words “making peace.” But take a look at the
story on page 16 about Wes Higginbotham, a member of

Walnut Hill Mennonite Church in Goshen, Ind., and Steve
Thomas, the congregation’s pastor, and their work with youth.
Perhaps we Mennonites have made peacemaking too passive a
concept and failed to see the strength and discipline it
requires. This issue also focuses on church. Ryan Ahlgrim
(page 8) notes that conversion requires a community of faith,
while Myron Augsburger (page 10) calls on congregations to
be communities of peace. This will require more cooperation,
particularly in the polarized milieu of U.S. religion. Ann
Graham Price (page 14) reports on the work of the Military
Counseling Network with soldiers seeking conscientious objec-
tor status. Editor Everett J. Thomas calls us to address the cri-
sis in Darfur by writing our representatives.—Associate editor

This publication wel-
comes your letters,
either about our con-
tent or about issues
facing the Mennonite
Church USA. Please
keep your letters
brief—one or two
paragraphs—and
about one subject
only. We reserve the
right to edit for
length and clarity.
Publication is also
subject to space limi-
tations. Send to
Letters@TheMenno-
nite.org or mail to
Readers Say, The
Mennonite, 1700 S.
Main St., Goshen, IN
46526-4794. Please
include your name
and address. We will
not print letters sent
anonymously,
though we may with-
hold names at our
discretion.—Editors
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talent, especially when he was judged so harshly. I
never could picture God endorsing the idea that
“to all those who have, more will be given, and
they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away” (Matthew 25:29). It seems to be describing
unbridled greed—the rich get richer and the poor
get poorer. Hardly the upside-down reign of God
where justice and mercy are the norm. How
refreshing to realize that the supposed villain is
actually the hero.—Verna Zook, Iowa City, Iowa

The offering is central to worship
Karl McKinney’s article on racism (Grace and
Truth, April 18) was insightful, provocative and
challenging—as his writing typically is. However, I
was taken aback by his comment that “the offering
is not a part of the [Mennonite] order of worship.”
Unless I have been completely misguided, my
impression is that [stewardship teachers] Lynn
Miller and Mark Vincent have spent the past
decade trying to help us understand and believe
that the offering is central to the order of worship.
My sense is that many of our churches have sub-
scribed to that point of view and have organized
their worship experiences accordingly. My hope is
that many more will experience that blessing.—
William R. Zuercher, Hesston, Kan.

When does church year begin?
For most of us, the Christian year centers around
two seasons: Advent and Lent. Next comes
Pentecost. The rest is considered “Ordinary
Time.” It is unclear when the liturgical year
begins. Should it not begin with the beginning?

As has been well said, Creation is “God’s first
word.” Salvation, the final word. This being so,
why is there no Creation festival in our churches?
The closest we come is Thanksgiving. But why not
begin the Christian year in fall, say in October,
with a festival celebrating Creation? Advent and
Lenten rituals can deepen our faith. Material to

help celebrate Creation and the great Creator
could do the same. Non-Christians could be invit-
ed to participate, too, and this might be another
way of intentionally trying to be more missional
about our faith.—Fritz Sprunger, Orrville, Ohio

Editor’s note: Christians who observe the church
year begin with the first Sunday of Advent.

Still reading
At age 89, I still read The Mennonite from cover to
cover. I almost feel it would be a sin to not order it.
I grew up with the Gospel Herald in Mama’s hand.
Some mornings she would wake up tired and apol-
ogize to the family that she had to read the paper
before going to bed the evening before. The paper
was always in our home, even though my parents
weren’t wealthy and perhaps couldn’t really afford
it. Getting The Mennonite is almost not affordable
for me, but I have to have it. Even though I don’t
agree with all of the content of the paper, I want to
thank you for printing a magazine that is good to
read.—Anna Marie Steckley, Harrisonburg, Va.

Refuses to pay
I object on religious grounds to the payment of
that portion of my federal income taxes that sup-
ports war making and militarism—49 percent of
the U.S. budget in the current fiscal year accord-
ing to the War Resisters League (www.war-
resisters.org/piechart.htm). I do not want my fed-
eral tax dollars to be used to underwrite an out-of-
control military machine that is destroying God’s
creation at the same time that legitimate human
needs are not met. To express my conscientious
objection to war, I am withholding from my cur-
rent federal income tax payment an amount equal
to one dime for every billion dollars in the 2005
U.S. military budget. I am donating that amount—
$78.30—to the National Campaign for a Peace Tax
Fund to be used in the pursuit of peace.—H.A.
Penner, Akron. Pa.

Pontius’ Puddle Joel Kauffmann
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The Mennonite wins four ACP awards 
ORLANDO, Fla.—The Mennonite won four awards
at the 2006 annual convention of the Associated
Church Press (ACP), held here April 23-26.

The Mennonite Church USA magazine received
an Award of Merit (second place) for convention

coverage (July 26,
2005, issue) and hon-
orable mention (third
place) for poetry (Oct.
18, “Prodigal” by Todd
Davis), photography
by Everett Thomas
(Dec. 20, left) and
ancillary product
(Series 1.1). The
Mennonite has won a
poetry award five
straight years.

Other Mennonite
papers, A Common Place and Mennonite Weekly
Review, also won awards. 

ACP is a 90-year-old professional association of
124 religious publications representing a combined
circulation of well over 20 million.—ACP

MCC continues to provide aid in Darfur
AKRON, Pa.—Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC) is continuing to provide food and blankets
to people displaced by a violent conflict in western
Sudan’s Darfur region as part of an aid response
that has totaled more than $5.5 million over the
last two years.

Violence spiraled out of control in Darfur after a

rebellion began three years ago. (See Editorial,
page 32.) Government forces and government-
backed militias responded with a scorched-earth
campaign that has led to several hundred thou-
sand deaths and the displacement of more than 2
million people, according to most estimates.

MCC has coordinated the shipment of 3,000
metric tons of yellow split peas and 3,000 metric
tons of wheat to displacement camps in Darfur
since 2004. Of this food, which was provided by
the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, about 1,200 metric
tons of wheat remain to be distributed.

MCC has collected 81,755 blankets for dis-
placed people in Darfur from constituents in
Canada and the United States. Of these blankets,
about 26,000 remain to be distributed in Darfur.

MCC financially supported the Sudan Council
of Churches in distributing blankets and construct-
ing eight schools and 500 shelters for families in
displacement camps. MCC also provided relief
supplies and milk powder to camps for Darfur
refugees in Chad.

MCC is considering another shipment of food
to Darfur and to Sudan’s southern regions, where
the need for humanitarian assistance is also great
due to a decades-long civil war that ended last
year.—Mennonite Central Committee

MWC youth committee sets $100,000 goal
PASADENA, Calif.—The Mennonite World
Conference’s global youth committee, AMIGOS,
concluded its meetings here with a commitment to
raise $100,000 to help Mennonite, Brethren in
Christ and Anabaptist-related young people from
around the world attend the Global Youth Summit
in 2009. The GYS will be held in conjunction with
the next MWC world assembly in Paraguay.

The first GYS was held in Zimbabwe in 2003
along with the MWC world assembly. MWC raised
enough money to hold the event and subsidize 15
delegates from Africa, Asia and Latin America.
About seven qualified delegates from Latin
America could not attend GYS due to insufficient
funds for their travel. One delegate raised his own
funds to come to Zimbabwe. 

AMIGOS expects the $100,000 fund to partially
subsidize about 50 delegates and cover AMIGOS’
operational expenses between 2006 and 2009.
—Mennonite World Conference

Ground-blessing for AMBS’ new library
ELKHART, Ind.—Using the same shovel he used
to break ground on the campus of Associated
Mennonite Biblical Seminary (AMBS) in Elkhart
49 years ago, Erland Waltner, president emeritus,
planted a forsythia bush during the ground-bless-

I N  B R I E F

Worth a thousand words
Believers worship in Palanchai, Thailand. Photographer
Jeremy Hess, a member of Habecker Mennonite Church,
Lancaster, Pa., traveled to Thailand and Cambodia Feb.
16-March 6 to photograph churches connected with
Eastern Mennonite Missions.—EMM
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$417 for one sheet
of toilet paper
How bad is inflation
in Zimbabwe, home
to many Brethren in
Christ? Consider this:
At a supermarket
near the center of
Harare, toilet paper
costs $417. No, not
per roll. That is the
value of a single two-
ply sheet. A roll costs
$145,750—in
American currency,
about 69 cents. For
untold numbers of
Zimbabweans, toilet
paper—and bread,
margarine, meat,
even the once ubiqui-
tous morning cup of
tea—have become
unimaginable luxu-
ries. All are casualties
of the hyperinflation
that is roaring toward
1,000 percent a year,
a rate usually seen
only in war zones. The
purity of Harare’s
drinking water,
siphoned from a lake
downstream of its
sewer outfall, has
been unreliable for
months, and dysen-
tery and cholera
swept the city last
December and
January. The city suf-
fers rolling electrical
blackouts. Mounds of
uncollected garbage
pile up on the streets
of the slums.—New
York Times

Tauferjahr 2007
In 2007, a commemo-
rative year (called
“Tauferjahr,” or “bap-
tism year”) will be
held in Emmental,
Switzerland, on the
subject of baptism.
An international
event will be held July
26-29, 2007. For more
information, go to
www.emmental.ch/ta
ueferjahr07.
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ing service April 21 for the seminary’s new library
and campus center.

The new facility will have space not only for the
long-awaited main-floor library but also will house
the bookstore and a foyer for display of art. When
the current library facilities are vacated and reno-
vated, they will become space for a larger student
lounge and offices for the AMBS Church Leader-
ship Center and campus pastor. 

The facility is registered with the United States
Green Building Council with the goal of achieving
gold-level certification using LEED criteria
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design). It is the first theological library to be reg-
istered.—AMBS

Two Hesston grads to explore church ministry
HESSTON, Kan.—Two Hesston College sopho-
mores who graduated May 7, plan to participate in

the Ministry Inquiry Program this summer. 
Brian Hackman, Emmaus, Pa., will serve at

Whitestone Mennonite Church, Hesston; while
Gemma Patton, Albany, Ore., will serve at Salem
(Ore.) Mennonite Church.

The Ministry Inquiry Program, administered by
Mennonite Church USA, gives students an oppor-
tunity to see if the ministry is for them. Campus
pastor Kevin Wilder says both assignments will be
more inquiry-focused than ministry-focused.
“They don’t know that they want to be in ministry,
but they want to check it out,” he says. “Even if
they don’t become pastors, they’ll be great lay peo-
ple in the church.”—Hesston College

The most dangerous thing: doing nothing 
GOSHEN, Ind.—Dr. Dan Nafziger of Goshen,
MMA’s medical director, was one of 11 health-care
workers from North America who joined a medical
“Serve and Learn” tour organized by Mennonite
Central Committee in early March. 

In Jos, Nigeria, and the surrounding area, the
U.S. and Canadian team worked with local profes-
sionals in a variety of medical hospitals and clinics,
including Faith Alive, a free clinic that primarily
serves HIV patients. 

Since Nafziger returned to the United States,
the clinic was destroyed. On April 13, the clinic
burned to the ground due to an electrical problem.
They lost their facility, most of their equipment
and a significant portion of their drug supplies.

Already medical professionals in Nigeria do
without consistent running water and electricity or
adequate lab facilities—all which Nafziger, an
infectious disease specialist, admits he assumed
they would have more available.

Through its investments, MMA is involved as a
shareholder in working with multinational corpora-
tions to address the social and economic impact of
HIV/AIDS. “The most dangerous thing for us here
… is doing nothing,” says Nafziger. —MMA

—compiled by Gordon Houser
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The doctor is in … Thailand
Dolores Logan examines a Buddhist monk during a medical
clinic at Living Water Church in Borabu, Thailand. The monk,
the uncle of a church member, was one of more than 425 peo-
ple to receive medical attention. Organizers also offered a
gospel presentation and showed the Jesus film. Logan, a doc-
tor from Regina, Sask., is part of a family of Canadian Menno-
nites who wanted to learn about mission. The Logans, mem-
bers of Grace Mennonite Church, were friends of Pat and Rad
Houmphan, who needed a physician for the clinics held in 10
villages surrounding Borabu the two weeks before Easter.
Logan checked eyes, ears and vital signs while answering
questions and testing for diabetes and other conditions. 
—Mennonite Mission Network

Ten Thousand
Villages names
new CEO
Ten Thousand
Villages has appoint-
ed Craig Schloneger,
Lititz, Pa., Chief
Executive Officer,
effective April 25. He
replaces Paul Myers,
who plans to retire
in June. Schloneger,
most recently lead
pastor at Neffsville
Mennonite Church,
Lancaster, Pa., was
president of Dutch
Corporation in
Walnut Creek, Ohio.
He also served a
three-year term as
an educator and
country representa-
tive for Mennonite
Central Committee
in Swaziland in the
early 1990s.—Ten
Thousand Villages

Beun named
Central Christian
School leader
Central Christian
School, Kidron, Ohio,
on April 21 named
Henry Beun the next
school leader. Beun
has been the high
school’s Bible
teacher since 1984.
He has also served as
coach for volleyball
and men’s basketball
and dean of stu-
dents. He replaces
Peter Wiebe, who
served as interim
superintendent since
last July.—Central
Christian School
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Follow your mother
After hatching on the Goshen (Ind.) College campus, 13 ducklings follow their mother
to the Elkhart River as they cross Main Street in Goshen.—Goshen College
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Iremember my feeling of embarrassment more than 30
years ago when someone asked me, “How many peo-
ple have you converted?” I was part of the Jesus
Movement of the 1970s—enthusiastic and evangelis-
tic, handing out Christian literature and readily wit-

nessing to others about my faith. But how many people had I
convinced to make a commitment to Christ? The truthful
answer was none.

The question lingers to this day because, as far as I know, the answer is still none.
Despite being a youth pastor, an assistant pastor, a church planter and a lead pastor for
almost 25 years; despite having preached well over 1,000 sermons; despite countless
heartfelt discussions with people in spiritual crisis; and despite having baptized scores
of youth and adults over the years, no one has become a Christian specifically because
of me. But that does not embarrass me anymore, because I now realize that conver-
sion rarely occurs through an individual’s witness. We are converted by the church.

According to the Acts of the Apostles, the original disciples of Jesus were filled with
the power of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost and began praising God in a vari-
ety of languages. A crowd gathered and asked, “What does this mean?” Peter
answered with a powerful sermon in which he essentially said, “It means that what the
prophet Joel predicted has come true—God is pouring out God’s Spirit in an unlimited
way. Anyone who repents and is baptized in the name of Jesus Christ will be forgiven
and receive the gift of God’s Spirit.” The response to this message was overwhelming:
3,000 were baptized that day.

I have always been envious of Peter. With one sermon he led thousands to turn their
lives over to God. But what if Peter had then simply sent them all home—what would
have happened? I suspect, in the long run, nothing would have happened. Today there
probably would be no church and no Christian faith. To be truly converted, for trans-
formation to be ongoing and make a real difference, we must be nurtured by a com-
munity of faith. It was not Peter or his single sermon that converted 3,000 people, it
was what happened next: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fel-
lowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (2:42).

I love to preach, and I often strive to preach sermons that will convert and trans-
form my listeners through an encounter with the Word of God. One can find any num-
ber of books (including one written by me) espousing this approach to preaching. But
perhaps this view of preaching is too grandiose and misunderstands how conversion
actually happens.
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Converted
by the church
To be truly converted, for transformation to be ongoing, we must be
nurtured by a community of faith.

It is together that
we enable others
not only to hear
about faith but 
to see faith and
experience faith 
in its many 
rich textures.

by Ryan Ahlgrim



Preaching can do many things, but by itself it
rarely transforms the core of a person’s life.
Preaching can teach information about the Bible
and the Christian faith; it can illuminate current
issues; it can draw a picture for listeners to imagi-
natively enter into; it can inspire an encounter with
the Word of God; it can persuade us to change our
minds; it can entice us to come back for more; it
may even provoke a trip down the aisle during an
altar call; but I think this should not be confused
with a fully authentic conversion.

Conversion to life in Christ requires continuous
supportive input from many sources—preaching,
study, spiritual disciplines, worship and interaction
with others on a similar journey. And it requires
practice. The church provides these conditions.
The congregation comes together regularly to cel-
ebrate and practice its faith, and the result is often
a conversion for those who participate. We are
transformed by all those Sunday school lessons,
by the fellowship at the carry-in meals, by the
weekly hymns and praise music, by the rituals
pointing us toward a deeper reality and by the
daily discipleship of the other church members.
An accumulation of embodied examples, holy
habits and personal experiences transform us far
more than the words or actions of one individual.

When we share our faith with others, it is highly
unlikely that we, by ourselves, will bring lasting
healing to another. Each of us is only one person,
which means we are only one tiny sliver of the
good news. To be transformed, a person needs to
see not each of us alone but us together. It is
together that we are the body of Christ in this
world. It is together that we enable others not only
to hear about faith but to see faith and experience
faith in its many rich textures.

One Sunday morning a young woman stood up
to confess her faith and join the church. She had

been sexually molested as a child for many years,
which had resulted in her becoming promiscuous
in a desperate attempt to find love as a teenager
and young adult. Repeatedly used and abused by
others, she attempted suicide three times. After the
third attempt, she began attending a church where
she was truly welcomed. It wasn’t a sermon that
converted her or the ministry of a pastor; it was
the congregation—accepting her, sharing faith and
slowly healing her wounds. As she stood before the
congregation, tears streamed down her cheeks as
she remembered the past, but a big smile beamed
from her face as she looked into the future.

I am not bothered that I have converted no one
because I know I am a part of a church that is con-
verting many.

Ryan Ahlgrim is pastor of First Mennonite Church,
Indianapolis.
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Conversion to life in Christ requires
continuous supportive input from 
many sources.

The body of Christ: Paraguayan Mennonite Hans Penner
takes a piece of gravel from David Neufeld as a commit-
ment to be “the church in the street” at La Roca´s building
dedication and fourth anniversary celebration this year.
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For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit.—Romans 14:17

Our reconciling Lord calls us from estrangement into fel-
lowship, from unbelief to belief, from self-centeredness
to God-centeredness, from exclusion to inclusion, from
hostility to the openness of love. We are “resident aliens”
in the world, followers of the one who said: “My king-

dom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my fol-
lowers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here” (John 18:36). 

In late November 2005, Esther, my wife, and I each had the privilege
of teaching several weeks at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in
Osijek, Croatia. The administration had asked me to teach a course on
justice and peace. In that context the relevance of this topic was readily
apparent, but the interpretation of this biblical teaching confronted me
with the challenge of contextualization. After two weeks of sharing, my
focus was not on social or political action but on the church itself, on the
dynamic of presence when congregations commit themselves to be
communities of peace in society. The outstanding book Exclusion and
Embrace by our Croatian brother Miroslav Volf, now professor at Yale
University, was a welcome text to engage the minds of the young people
from the Baltic and beyond.

Upon our return home, the concern remained with me; how to help congregations
of Christians become communities of peace. Here we in the American church are sub-
ject, without being fully aware, to a subsurface Constantinianism that shapes much of
our thinking. We tend to pursue a civil religion without considering our loyalty to the
sovereignty of God. The church has too often let society squeeze us into its mold, and
we become a reflection of the thinking and behavior of our society in its commercial-
ism, greed, sensuality, individualism, its quest for power and dominance and other
expressions. Many American Christians tend to baptize our way of life by reference to
the cross, as did Constantine, but fail to take up the cross and follow the Master.
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A call for American Christians to work together in following
the lordship of Jesus Christ

by Myron S. Augsburger

The church has 
too often let 
society squeeze us
into its mold, 
and we become 
a reflection of 
the thinking and
behavior of 
our society in its 
commercialism,
greed, sensuality,
individualism, its
quest for power
and dominance
and other 
expressions.

Congregations
as communities of peace
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The church seems to have selected from Jesus
those things we feel meet our needs but has failed
to accept the whole Jesus. “The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us,” expresses the truth of
God and the pattern of walking with God, yet
there are aspects of Jesus’ expression many of us
ignore. Paul wrote, “If you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved”
(Romans 10:9). This confession is an identity with
the whole Jesus, not an attempt to use Jesus in
some partial way. He is our Savior and our Lord.
His lordship means that we accept him for who he
is, and this includes what he said and did and was
as the Incarnate Lord. 

Such acceptance means, as John wrote in his
first Epistle, we should live as he lived, walk as he
walked and love as he loved. Such acceptance
responds to Jesus’ words: “Whoever keeps my
word will never see death” (John 8:51). His say-
ings call us to live in faithfulness to our Lord, to
enter covenant with him and be true to our com-
mitment in covenant.

On congregations being communities of peace,
Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
(John 13:35). This love is not just to be extended
to those who are “loveable” but, as Jesus said:
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those
who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also. … Do to others as you
would have them do to you” (Luke 6:27-31). Paul
picks up this theme and admonishes, “Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good”
(Romans 12:21). This is the opposite of retaliation;
it is a refusal to seek revenge. Jesus came not as a
Prince of Power but as the Prince of Peace.

The church needs to help the world recognize
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Continued
on page 12

The church needs to help the
world recognize that violence
only begets violence.

The whole Jesus: Jim Hett addresses the press at Stirling Avenue Mennonite Church’s sixth Palm Sunday Peace Pilgrimage.



that violence only begets violence. There must be
another way for people of grace to seek by conver-
sations of love to change relational problems.
Turning the other cheek suggests this; it means
one is free to treat another person by one’s own
principles and not simply let their treatment of us
determine our treatment of them. 

But how do we as disciples work this out in
social and international relations? We in the
Western world, with our plenty, need to treat the
poor, suffering and starving peoples who have so
little with love and participation in their plight. We
need to discover the place of both words of grace
and participation in grace by equity and mutuality.
We have seen remarkable expressions of this com-
passion by people both Christian and secular who,
with the privilege of riches, have gone to regions
of Africa and shared extensively with those in
need. Such sharing may tell us not all Americans
are committed to dominance and power. By shar-
ing we help overcome the patterns of violence that
arise when people in need think they have no
other recourse than to take from others.

It is time for people with different views on
peace and rejection of violence to talk with each
other. While I am committed to follow Jesus’ teach-
ings on nonviolence and am a pacifist, many
Christians take “just war” as their claim to process
a stance toward the violence of war. Many are re-
examining this position. For example, Glen
Stassen of Fuller Theological Seminary and Jim
Wallis of Sojourners ask how to work for peace.
Most who claim the just-war position fail to take
the next important step in a critique of all war, dar-
ing to speak by their own criteria as to whether a
war is just or not. It seems clear that war is not
just, and both positions should be true to their
claims of covenant faith. Both pacifists and just-war
proponents can speak to our society and call peo-
ple to integrity with their claim. 

One difficulty in conversation is that the “right
wing” of evangelicalism has another stance. They
even find it difficult to see in the National
Association of Evangelicals’ Commission on Peace
those statements that would hold them account-
able to other than a politicized response. They
seem to find it easy to write off other sincere
Christians who are committed to the way of peace
and nonviolence as though we are a threat to
them. The difference seems to indicate that their

position is a “holy war” position. With a “flat book”
view of the Bible they seem to relate Old
Testament passages on war to today, as though
God would pit his church against other peoples.
One can scarcely distinguish this “holy war” posi-
tion from Muslims who take a similar approach.

The church should not try to control the political
orders but respect the role of government in its
place. We have a unique role of being ambassa-
dors for Christ. We are called to serve our
Redeemer in ways that express and extend his
redemptive mission to all peoples. This is our call-
ing and one that engages congregations in being
communities of peace. We respect a secular gov-
ernment as a good government if it looks out for
the freedom of all people with diversity of beliefs
in any given society, something we call democracy.
But a secular church is a rotten church, for we are
called to faithfulness to our One Lord. Secular gov-
ernments show a greater measure of peace in soci-
ety than governments that are dictatorial and seek
to “freeze” one form of religion for all of its citi-
zens. Even should a leader be a committed
Christian, the New Testament context shows it is
important for that leader to respect the variety in
the secular orders and seek justice for all alike.

The church is not an arm of government but a
servant in society to express the grace of Christ in
his calling to live in love, equity, peace, justice and
mutuality. Our challenge is to gain clarity on the
mission of the church and be proactive in the mis-
sion of Christ in compassionate service to all peo-
ples. As Mennonites, with our commitment to paci-
fism, our conversation should not be passive but
find a way to meet people on their own ground,
their just-war claims, and call various churches to
be consistent in taking a stance against the injus-
tice of war and violence. While we differ, there is
much on which we can work together in the pro-
motion of peace. Let us stop wasting our energy
competing with or trying to manipulate govern-
ment and instead be the church, the body of
Christ, a presence for our Lord in society.

Myron S. Augsburger is interim pastor at
Harrisonburg (Va.) Mennonite Praise Fellowship.
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Continued
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The church is not an arm of government but a servant in
society to express the grace of Christ to live in love, equity,
peace, justice and mutuality.
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It is the boring tag-end of an uneventful morning in late May. 
I sit at my kitchen table while, outdoors, the headstrong spring
is rushing pell-mell toward the summer solstice. My coffee’s
getting cold in the souvenir mug I bought at Walden Pond
while I write a directive—“To Whom It May Concern”—for my 
obsequies or, rather, the lack of any. I’m keeping my last rites
simple: no costly, time-consuming folderol-cremation, 
no memorial service, the burial of my ashes in our family plot
with those already there, some of whom I’ve missed. I do not find 
it unsettling, but unexplainably soothing, that there are low snarls
of thunder in the west and every now and then the five faint notes
of a mourning dove sounding far-off, as distant as heaven, but
most likely no farther away than my next-door neighbor’s woods.
I’ve always thought that of the myriad noises any day brings,
the wistful calling of the mourning dove must come closest to being
what a recurrent pleading from the other side would sound like.
Let’s say that someone who’s left the earth for good is homesick
and dissatisfied in spite of what the comfy never-ending is supposed
to be. After too much time not broken into days and nights
that he was used to here—no fields to plow in spring, no oak trees to nap
under on laid-back summer days, and no Indian summer afternoons
halcyon with gossamer—he’d likely find a way to send a soulful
utterance down through boundless altitudes so that we, provided
we’re fortunate enough to hear it clearly as a Sabbath bell, would
know beyond a doubt that it was no ordinary voice and those no
ordinary words we were listening to, but all the proof we need
that our last breath-catch is not an end to anything, but a beginning. 
The mourning dove makes five ghost-syllables into a plainsong.
However far away one may seem to be when dawn reruns creation,
and when twilight darkening to dusk bends the knee for evening prayer,
Christ teaches his apostles the beatitudes or prays, in extremis,
in Gethsemane again. I think of sacraments: baptism and Communion—
God’s giving us his blessing to draw near him in the purest of all
liquids, water, and feed on the body and the blood made bread and wine.
There are, beyond an impenetrable distance, a supplicant’s dire pleas
for mercy—a  penitent’s falling on his face for a last chance at grace.

Charles Semones lives in Harrodsburg, Ky.
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Mourning dove
by Charles Semones
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checkpoint incident in Iraq. They began while he
was still stationed in Germany. 

The recruiter had promised him money for col-
lege and a job as a combat engineer, which was
explained as someone who builds bridges.
Although Vincent had hoped to enter as a medic,
this alternative didn’t sound too bad.

“You can always change jobs if you don’t like
what you’re doing,” the recruiter assured him.

As it turned out, the main job of combat engi-
neers is demolitions. It was strenuous work, and
he discovered he had little time or energy left over
at the end of the long work day for college course-
work. Vincent tried to change to another job.

“That’s when I found out you could only change
to another job that the Army specified,” he said.

In practice, it meant Vincent could only
exchange his current high-risk demolitions assign-
ment for one that was equally high-risk. 

Then his unit was deployed to Iraq. That was
where things crystallized.

He saw people in his unit get shot. He got shot.
He asked himself some hard questions. Why had
he signed up? If it was for the college money, then
why was he supposed to be killing people? Was he
responsible if someone else gave the orders? 

He decided he had to take responsibility for
doing what he was being asked to do.

“I was taking the easy way out. There are schol-
arships and financial-aid programs to help people
put themselves through college,” Vincent says.
“You don’t want to take someone’s life because you
chose a shortcut to college.” 

According to Bill Galvin, counseling coordinator
at the Center on Conscience & War (part of the GI
Rights Hotline), Vincent’s experience is common. 

“It’s one thing to say, I want to serve my coun-
try, and even to know that means going to war,”
Galvin says. “It’s quite another thing to be in this

For Vincent LaVolpa, the defining moment
came at a tense checkpoint in Iraq as a
car sped toward him. Instinctively taking
aim at the car’s occupants, LaVolpa
stopped himself a split-second before fir-

ing. Instead he shot out the car’s tires, bringing
the vehicle to a halt. 

Inside cowered a little girl and her frightened
parents. LaVolpa was horrified. It’s my job to kill
people, he thought. 

In that moment, somewhere at the core of
Vincent LaVolpa—decorated Army hero, respected
unit leader, quintessential soldier’s soldier—some-
thing clicked.

“Vince came to the Military Counseling
Network after he had been in Iraq for a year,” says
Michael Sharp, who works at the organization for
soldiers seeking conscientious objector status. “He
was confused. He didn’t know if he was a CO or
not, but he knew he wasn’t going to do that again.”

A partner of Mennonite Mission Network, the
counseling network, based in Germany, was set up
under the umbrella of the GI Rights Hotline, based
in Washington. 

For Michael, such an assignment seemed an
obvious choice. He grew up in a Mennonite home,
where peace theology ruled out any question of
military service. Helping soldiers work their way
through the complex CO application process
offered a more positive witness than merely
protesting war.

“[Soldiers] were always ‘the other,’ set up to be
our exact opposite: They believe the opposite of
what we believe,” Michael says. “It’s dehumaniz-
ing. When you meet them and spend time with
them, you find out these guys are people, too.
They have the same kind of questions and strug-
gles we do.”

Vincent’s questions began long before the

14 TheMennonite May 16,2006

Going through thegauntletby Ann Graham Price
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Better approval process a focus of advocacy work
To Clifton Hicks, the eight months it took to get his conscientious objector
application approved made going to work nearly unbearable.

“I’ve got this big weight on my shoulders,” he says. “Whose desk is it sit-
ting on? Has it been lost? Thrown away? I was paranoid about people trying
to sabotage the case. My life was hanging in the balance.”

That’s the kind of drawn-out torment the Center on Conscience and War
based in Washington hopes to target, says counseling coordinator Bill
Galvin. The center focuses on lobbying Congress for laws that will require
the military to approve applications in a timely manner. 

In addition to the counseling network, Mennonite Mission Network is
involved in a variety of other peace-building initiatives, including

• The Peace and Justice Support Network;
• Anabaptist centers in major cities in Europe and Asia;
• Peace advocacy and reconciliation ministries in areas of conflict;
• Peace-building and conflict-resolution workshops and seminars.
For more information, go to either www:centeronconscience.org or to

www.mennonitemission.net.—Ann Graham Price

You don’t want to take someone’s life
because you chose a shortcut to college.
—Vincent LaVolpa

training where war is glorified and you’re being
taught that it’s exciting to kill people. 

“[Recruiters] play up the money for college,
the excitement, the travel,” he adds. “If your job
specialty is computer skills, you’re told you’ll have
a desk job. But you can be sent to the field. It’s not
illegal, but it’s certainly wrong.”

Michael says it’s hard for civilians to under-
stand the difficulty of the process these recruits
face. “To question what they grew up learning is
turning the world on its head,” he says. “It’s hard
to understand how the military can be your whole
world. You have to follow orders. To stand up and
say you’re not going to be a part of this anymore
goes against that. They’re completely dependent
on something they’re about to deny. The military
can take away your livelihood and make your life
totally miserable. They don’t have a lot to gain by
thinking all this stuff through.”

It doesn’t help that the Army chaplains assigned
to make a recommendation based on interviewing
them may be especially on the defensive. 

“There’s this sense of, ‘Are you saying I’m not a
Christian because I’m in the Army?’ ” Michael says.

Yet the chaplain is also a critical person in the
process, according to Dick Davis, a former army
chaplain who himself applied for and obtained CO
status after the Gulf War. Davis now works with
Mennonite Mission Network as minister for urban
ministry. 

“It requires a tremendous amount of work to
interview someone properly,” Davis says. “Some
chaplains are extremely loyal to the system and
will resist anyone applying for CO status. Some-
times they’re belligerent and vindictive. They see
that person as a threat and will do everything they
can to stymie the process. 

“On the other hand,” Davis says, “I’ve known
some chaplains who totally disagree [with CO

applicants] but try to provide a genuine service
and facilitate the process, giving a fair and objec-
tive determination. I’ve known both kinds.” 

When COs emerge from this kind of trial by
fire, they are generally much stronger in their
beliefs.

“Having gone through the gauntlet, they have
no choice but to grow,” Michael says. “It’s adversi-
ty to the nth degree.” 

Clifton Hicks (see box) says the CO approval
process is one of the most difficult things he has
ever done yet also one of the most important.

Would he tell other soldiers having second
thoughts about war to do the same?

“Yes, and take no other steps,” he says without
hesitation. “A CO discharge is the only honorable
discharge the military has to offer, and it is the
best thing you can do, not only for yourself but for
the country and the military.”

Ann Graham Price is a writer for Mennonite
Mission Network in Elkhart, Ind.



When confronted by violence, is there some way to respond
other than fight or flight? “That’s the question that is often
raised,” says Steve Thomas, pastor at Walnut Hill Mennonite

Church in Goshen, Ind., and first-degree black belt instructor in
Tae Kwon Do.

Steve Thomas and Wes Higginbotham, a member at Walnut
Hill with a third-degree black belt, helped a mission group from
their congregation create a Peacemakers program. It has served
326 youth in Goshen. The program draws on the traditions of martial arts that es-
pouse peace and nonviolence. Receiving support from 24 local businesses, Steve and
Wes recently opened a 2,200-square-foot academy on Main Street.

“What should youth do when threatened?” they asked in a letter to supporters last
November. “And what can bystanders do when they witness aggression?”

Steve and Wes teach self-discipline and physical responses that do not require some-
one to win and someone to lose.

“Rather than getting into a cowering stance,” Steve says, “which invites … further
aggression, and rather than raising your fists [and] accepting the challenge, we teach
them to get in a safe stance; get out of harm’s way but [have] hands ready to block a
blow. Keeping a confident stance … can diffuse violence.”

Peacemakers works with youth who are not reached by conventional conflict resolu-
tion programs, Steve says. He got the idea for using martial arts while taking a class
called War, Peace and Nonresistance at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary in
Elkhart, Ind.

“John Howard Yoder suggested that Mennonites might want to learn martial arts as
a way of peacemaking … especially aikido,” Steve says. “I credit Yoder

with a seed that was sown and germinated in our [Walnut Hill
Mennonite Church] mission group.”

Wes, who introduced Steve to marital arts, personally mentors
some of the youth in his martial arts class.

“As a pastor,” Steve says, “it’s a joy to see Wes get in touch
with his gifts. He’s a missionary right here in his own

community.”
Most masters of the discipline believe there is a

spiritual dimension to martial arts, Steve says. “So we

John Howard Yoder suggested that Mennonites
might want to learn martial arts as a way of 
peacemaking … especially aikido. —Steve Thomas

Martial arts formaking peace
by Everett J. Thomas
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A way beyond fight or flight: Wes
Higginbotham, a member of Walnut
Hill Mennonite Church, Goshen, Ind., 
is a mentor and instructor in the
Peacemakers program. Photos provid-
ed by Steve Thomas.
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talk about God’s Spirit and Jesus as the master of
peace. What we’re trying to do here is deal with
personal violence that is very real in youth culture
and against women.”

So far 198 women have also participated in
three-hour orientation sessions or day-long semi-
nars, mostly on the Goshen College campus.

“This has opened up conversations with people
who write Mennonites off because they think we
don’t deal with real violence.”

“We want youth to live in peace,” Wes says,
“but this is threatened by increasing violence …
ranging from bullying to shootings in schools
across the country. The effects of this include fear,
impaired academic performance, diminished self-
esteem, counterviolence and suicide.”

The Peacemakers program uses exercises, role
plays and physical training to help youth learn to
deal with interpersonal conflicts and threatening
situations.

“Most of all, we build self-esteem … and
respect for one another,” Wes says.

If all goes as planned, Wes will begin working
full-time in the program later this year.

Everett J. Thomas is editor of The Mennonite.

Teachings of Sensei Ueshiba,
founder of Aikido 

We train in hopes of being of some use … in bringing
peace to people around the world. 

The way of a warrior is to stop trouble before it starts.
… The aim of the warrior is the restoration of harmo-
ny and the preservation of peace.  

The art of peace does not rely on weapons or brute
force to succeed. … The true meaning of samurai is
one who serves and adheres to the power of love.  

The art of peace is based on four great virtues:
courage, wisdom, love and friendship. 



How would you feel if your pastor and his or
her family were uprooted from the congrega-
tion and required to return to their country

of birth? They are an integral part of the congrega-
tion and community. They have walked with you
and others in various celebrations and trials in life. 

Suddenly the government has gone back
through previously approved immigration docu-
ments and decided the family will have to leave
the United States and correct paperwork or reap-
ply. In some instances, the children were born
here and remain here in school, so the family is
separated for a period of time—at least three
months and sometimes even years. In addition,
the family may have to give up
its residence and lose belong-
ings in the process. Ultimately,
the congregation is left without
its pastor. (I realize these issues
are complex, especially with
government bureaucracy, and that some of this
may seem too simplified.) 

There are pastors and their families with legal
documents serving churches here in the United
States. Some also are bivocational, working full- or
part-time in another job. They tend to serve the
community surrounding the church as well and
being a resource for others in the area. Just as
many of your descendants immigrated here at one
time for various reasons, these pastors and their
families have done the same. They have begun a
life here with jobs, children in the school systems
and involvement in their communities. 

Nevertheless, it seems that the government has
targeted the documents of Africans, Central
Americans and Mexicans for review. The pastors
and families mentioned above are from these
regions. Our government also denied visas to 15
Mennonite World Conference delegates who were
from African and Central American countries.
MWC representatives thought the decisions may
have been based on the government’s fear that
these delegates might not return to their coun-
tries. On the contrary, these delegates were pas-
tors or church workers who had families and obli-

gations back at home. Anti-terrorism policies and
immigration reform are unfairly impacting those
from Africa, Central America and Mexico, and
racism and economic injustice seem to be
involved. 

The U.S. House of Representatives passed
HR4437, which is now before the Senate. This bill
will make illegal the ministries of many congrega-
tions that assist undocumented immigrants with
services such as food, transportation, shelter and
legal advice, and it will negatively affect immigrant
communities. Mennonite Church USA delegates at
the 2003 assembly passed an immigration state-
ment “emphasizing that God has called us to wel-

come immigrants, because all of
us are sojourners.” The state-
ment also said, “We reject our
country’s mistreatment of immi-
grants, repent of our silence and
commit ourselves to act with and

on behalf of our immigrant brothers and sisters,
regardless of their legal status.” 

The Bible includes many references to how we
should treat immigrants and encourages us to
remember from where we have come (Exodus
22:1; Exodus 23:9; Leviticus 19:33; Deuteronomy
10:17; 24 and 27:19; Jeremiah 22:1; Matthew 25:31-
46; Hebrews 13:1; Luke 10:25-37). It says not to
withhold justice from the alien or oppress him or
her. It requires us to care for and love aliens and
widows. The Word states that we are to allow
opportunities for aliens to provide for themselves
and their families. Specifically, Deuteronomy 24:17-
21 (NIV) says: “Do not deprive the alien or the
fatherless of justice, or take the cloak of the widow
as a pledge. Remember that you were slaves in
Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you from
there. That is why I command you to do this.
When you are harvesting in your field and you
overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it
for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that
the LORD your God may bless you in all the work
of your hands. When you beat the olives from your
trees, do not go over the branches a second time.
Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless
and the widow. When you harvest the grapes in
your vineyard, do not go over the vines again.
Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless
and the widow.”

I encourage you to speak against injustice to
immigrants, support them and let your Senate rep-
resentatives know how you feel about the immigra-
tion reform bill they are considering. TM
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Speak against injustice to immigrants

I N  T H E  N E X T  I S S U E

• A Father’s Day reflection—Keith Harder

• Lessons from the Kaufman case—Susan Balzer

Kenyetta Twine
is director of
Mennonite
Church USA
Executive Board
Office of
Intercultural
Relations.

The Bible includes many references
to how we should treat immigrants.
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Barry C. Bartel of Denver
will become the 13th presi-
dent in Bethel College’s

119-year history. Bethel College
is in North Newton, Kan.

Bartel’s appointment ends a
year-long search process, the
goal of which was “to recruit a
long-term president with proven
leadership abilities.” 

Danielle Goering, chair of the
presidential search committee,
announced the decision to facul-
ty, staff and students during spe-
cial sessions on May 2. The cam-
pus community met Bartel and
his family one-on-one during an
afternoon open house.

“The search process has been an invigorating
time for the presidential search committee,” said
Goering. “To complete the search with a candidate
of Barry Bartel’s stature is exciting. His passion
and dedication will serve Bethel College well as
we plan for the future.”

The search committee was drawn to Bartel’s ser-
vant leadership style, the analytical and communi-
cation skills honed in his legal career, his desire to
listen and learn and his interest in higher educa-
tion, Goering said. 

The committee was also impressed with his
cross-cultural awareness and aptitude, developed
through living in Bolivia and Haiti, and his obvious
passion for Bethel’s rich heritage as well as its
future, Goering said.

“Bethel’s founders were visionaries when they
established the first Mennonite college in North
America,” Bartel said. “Bethel’s leadership, faculty,
staff, students and alumni continue to demonstrate
that true excellence combines achievement and
character, innovation and discipline. I am excited
to help carry that vision forward.”

Bartel will prepare for the role of president by
serving as president-elect, beginning June 1, until
his formal inauguration Oct. 8 at Fall Festival.
John K. Sheriff will continue as interim president
until that time. 

The son of Gladwin and Lois Bartel of La Junta,
Colo.,—both Bethel College graduates—Bartel
was born in Newton and grew up in La Junta. He
graduated summa cum laude from Bethel College
in 1984 with a triple major in mathematics (com-
puter science emphasis), peace studies, and Bible
and religion. While at Bethel, he earned a presti-
gious Thresher Award for Bible and religion.

“Bethel shaped my life in many ways, by deep-

ening my faith, challenging my
intellect and developing my char-
acter. It is an honor to be invited
to return to help shape Bethel for
the future,” Bartel said.

Following graduation, Bartel
and his wife, Brenda Isaak, a
native of Aberdeen, Idaho, and
also a 1984 graduate, served for
three years as rural community
development project coordinators
for Mennonite Central Com-
mittee (MCC) in Haiti.

Upon their return to the
United States, Bartel entered law
school at Willamette University
College of Law in Salem, Ore.,
where he served as editor-in-

chief of the law review, graduating in 1991. Bartel
clerked for Oregon Supreme Court Justice
Richard L. Unis for two years, then moved with his
family, including son Jordan and daughter Leah, to
Lakewood, Colo., to begin his law practice.

By 1998, Brenda’s and Barry’s passion for the
church led them to accept a five-year leadership
assignment with MCC in Bolivia, where they
directed a multinational staff of 70. Upon comple-
tion of their service term in 2003, the Bartels
returned to Denver, where Barry resumed his
legal career with Holland & Hart LLP. Currently
an associate attorney, Bartel focuses on complex
commercial litigation involving natural resources.

“Although Barry was not looking for a career
change, I believe he was drawn to this opportunity
as one which uniquely combines his passion for
service with his desire to lead,” said Greg Gaed-
dert, chair of the Bethel College board of direc-
tors.

Even while actively pursuing his law career,
Bartel remains deeply committed to Mennonite
Church USA and to the principles of Anabaptism,
Gaeddert said. Bartel currently serves as chair of
the leadership board and moderator of the new
Mountain States Mennonite Conference as well as
chair of Glennon Heights Mennonite Church,
Lakewood, Colo. 

He is also on the boards of Mennonite Urban
Ministries in Denver, the Colorado chapter of
Mennonite Economic Development Associates and
the Denver Conflict Center.

“Barry exemplifies the type of servant leader
for which Bethel College is known. He is intelli-
gent, articulate, humble, caring and passionate
about what he believes,” Gaeddert said.—Lori
Livengood for Bethel College

Bartel named Bethel College president
Attorney from Denver is also moderator of Mountain States Conference.
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Goshen College
April 23
240 graduates

More than 350 members of the Goshen (Ind.)
College community—soon-to-be graduates and
current and retired faculty—marched with appro-
priate seriousness across campus on April 23 to
open the college’s 108th commencement services.
When the 240 members of the Class of 2006 filed
out of the gymnasium of the Gingerich Recreation-
Fitness Center an hour and a half later—having
been encouraged by commencement speaker
Michael A. Mata to “Dance to the Rhythm of a
Different Tune”—they were ready to celebrate
with family and friends.

They were sent on their way by faculty and
administrators who formed a two-sided tunnel (see
photo below right) and applauded the graduates—
a tradition that also takes place at the beginning of
each academic year to welcome students back to
campus.

Experiencing a Goshen College commencement
for the first time in several decades was Goshen
College president-elect James E. Brenneman, who
will join the campus full-time on July 1. He told the
Class of 2006 that college faculty and administra-
tive leaders wished them each to live out “God’s
best intentions for you.”

Brenneman also introduced Mata, whom he
called “mi hermano” (my brother). The com-
mencement speaker, a colleague of Brenneman’s
on the faculty at the Claremont (Calif.) School of
Theology. Mata is the national director of the
Tools for Transformation Program of World Vision
U.S. and has served for 17 years on the pastoral
team of a Nazarene multiethnic/multicongregation
church in Los Angeles.

Having focused in ministry and community
leadership for the past 25 years, Mata said that
while Christians look forward to the coming of
God’s reign on earth, “the day of the great fiesta
… when the tongues of the universe will sing the
same song and we will all line up in one great
conga line, dancing from one end of heaven to the
other, … we can experience elements and dimen-
sions of the reign of God here and now.”

Mata charged the graduates to “dance to a dif-
ferent rhythm … love for those who do not love or
have been hurt by love, and to dream a dream for
those who do not or are not able to dream.”

As one sign of their interest in living out their
values, 73 members—about one third—of the
class of 2006 signed a pledge, part of a national
program, that states they will “explore and take

into account the social and environmental conse-
quences of any job I consider and will try to
improve these aspects of any organizations for
which I work.”

Represented in this year’s graduating class
were students from 18 different states, including
124 from Indiana, and 16 countries. The departing
seniors represented 31 programs of study. The
academic program with the largest number of
graduating students was nursing, which held its
pinning ceremony on April 22 to recognize the 58
individuals who completed a degree—28 through
Goshen’s traditional, four-year program and 30
through the degree-completion program offered
through the college’s Division of Adult and
External Studies.—Jodi Beyeler for Goshen College

Eastern Mennonite Seminary
April 29
33 graduates

Eastern Mennonite Seminary’s commencement
was held April 29 on its campus in Harrisonburg,
Va. The 33 members of the seminary class of 2006
included the highest number of people in the last
10 years to receive the three-year master of divini-

678 graduates in April commencements
Goshen College, Eastern Mennonite University, Eastern Mennonite Seminary

As the 240 members of the Goshen College Class of 2006
exited the commencement service on April 23, they were
sent on their way by faculty and administrators, who formed
a two-sided tunnel and applauded the graduates—a tradi-
tion that also takes place at the beginning of each academic
year to welcome students back to campus.
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ty degree: 25. It was also the largest graduating
class in the last nine years, second only to the
class of 1997, which had 36 members.

Graduation speaker Cheryl J. Sanders, pastor of
Third Street Church of God in Washington, spoke
on “A Holy Calling,” citing marks of ministry that
the Apostle Paul commended to his young protege
Timothy and are applicable to members of the
graduating class.

“You are gifted, you are called and you are
appointed,” Sanders told the class. “Don’t be shy
in exercising your spiritual gifts; be courageous.
Let the power of God flow through you to others.”

A vacant chair was placed on the stage in recog-
nition of Lawrence M. Yoder, professor of missiolo-
gy, who was recuperating from quintuple bypass
heart surgery performed earlier in the week.

Eastern Mennonite University
April 30
405 graduates

Robert W. (Bob) Edgar had a message for the 405
members of the Eastern Mennonite University’s
graduating class of 2006: You are the prophets, the
disciples and the leaders we have been waiting for. 

“You look ready,” Edgar told the graduates dur-
ing EMU’s 88th annual commencement, held April
30 on the front lawn of the school’s campus.
Upward of 4,000 people filled the colorful outdoor
setting.

“God always calls average, ordinary people to
do the extraordinary, to make the big difference,”
said Edgar, who is the general secretary of the
National Council of Churches of the U.S. “You are
graduating into a world of darkness, so please be
light bearers,” he said. “In a dark time, the eye
begins to see. We are the hope-givers of this frag-
ile planet. The world needs you urgently. It needs
you now.”

The speaker passed on the advice of a New

York City cab driver, who said, “One cannot sur-
vive five minutes under water without air. But one
cannot survive one second without hope.”

Edgar concluded his address by asking all the
graduates to stand, place their hand on the shoul-
der of the person next to him or her and receive a
Franciscan benediction (see photo above).

EMU President Loren E. Swartzendruber con-
ferred 314 undergraduate, 87 graduate, two associ-
ate degrees and two graduate certificates during
the ceremonies. 

The graduates included a mother and daughter
who graduated together: Regina B. Schweitzer of
Harrisonburg received a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration, and Carlita S. Schweitzer a
bachelor’s degree in social work.

The undergraduate class presented a check for
$4,306, which included a match of $2,006 from
Bibb Frazier of Frazier Quarry in Harrisonburg, to
purchase bluestone benches to be placed around
the front campus fountain.

The class had 106 honor graduates with cumu-
lative grade point averages between 3.6 and 4.0,
including four students with perfect 4.0 GPAs over
their four years of study at EMU. EMU is located
in Harrisonburg, Va.—Jim Bishop for Eastern
Mennonite University

Eastern
Mennonite
University’s 
commencement
speaker Bob
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class of 2006.

EMS graduates
(from left) James
H. Rhee, Stephens
City, Va., and orig-
inally from Korea;
Mitsunari
Nakashima,
Ichinomiya,
Japan; and Wei
Wu, Beijing, China
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For many in South Korea, Japan is still the
enemy. Sixty years after the end of World War
II ended Japan’s 35-year occupation of the

Korean peninsula.
Koreans’ history lessons still teach them of the

atrocities committed—resources stripped, dissi-
dents jailed and killed, mothers and daughters
forced to work as “comfort women” in Japanese
brothels. 

Koreans learn to hate the Japanese, but groups
of Anabaptists now hope to reconcile their nations’
histories of anger and hatred through group visits,
shared experiences and personal commitments.

Since his experience listening to Koreans and
Chinese talk about unhealed wounds with Japan at

a 2003 theological consultation at Associated
Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Ind., Kaz
Enomoto has thought much about Japan’s role in
the region. This year, before representatives from
12 countries at a Mennonite mission consultation
in Macau March 13-16, Enomoto asked for
forgiveness. 

Enomoto, a Japan native working in Tokyo
through Mennonite Mission Network and Menno-
nite Church Canada Witness, told listeners at the
consultation that if Christians cannot live in peace
within the body, then faith becomes only a person-
al matter and has no power to transform the world.
Japan’s salvation, he continued, would not be com-
plete without reconciliation.

Listening from the crowd, Kyung-Jung Kim
paused at the word reconciliation. As a Korean, he
was taught to hate the Japanese. But as Enomoto
finished speaking, the Korea Anabaptist Center
office manager rose, and the Spirit moved. The
Korean offered forgiveness to the Japanese man.
The pair embraced.

“I wasn’t there. He wasn’t there. But somehow
we’re still carrying the same burdens from our
parents’ generations,” Kyong-Jung said. “I felt I
gained one brother.”

More reconciliation may come. A group of
Mennonites from Tokyo recently spent March 29-
April 4 in South Korea. The group toured muse-
ums that chronicled the atrocities committed dur-
ing the occupation of Korea, even visiting the
House of Sharing community outside Seoul and
speaking to one of the female victims.

The Japanese group joined a worship service at
Jesus Village Church in Chun Chon, South Korea,
where the Japanese and Koreans committed to
pray for the relationship between their two coun-
tries and that they, as reconcilers, may spread the
gospel of peace.

Daniel Ahn, a Jesus Village Church leader, said
the joint worship carried meaning.

“No one said, ‘This is a moment of reconcilia-
tion.’ But we felt it,” Ahn said. “We share Jesus.
Through the love of Jesus we can break down the
old history.”

According to Kyong-Jung, the visit also was
educational for Koreans, who grow up learning to
hate Japan.

“It is so hard for us, even though we are Korean
Christians, to rebuild relationships [with Japan],”
Kyong-Jung said. 

“But if Christians do not talk about peace and
reconciliation with Christians and neighbors, then
we miss the whole point.” Kyong-Jung said.—Ryan
Miller for Mennonite Mission Network

Reconciliation for Japanese and Koreans
Koreans confront Japanese atrocities committed against them in World War II.
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Members of Jesus
Village Church in
Chun Chon,
South Korea,
gather around
Japanese visitors
for prayer during
the Japanese
group's visit to
Korea in early
April. 
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Interpretation of regulations related to economic
and immigration issues have become more rig-
orous in the United States since 9-11. Every

applicant for a U.S. nonimmigrant visa between the
ages of 14 and 80 is now required to be inter-
viewed and is assumed to be an intended immi-
grant. No amount of documentation provided by
an agency or a U.S. political leader will suffice to
gain visa approval. The decision of a consular offi-
cer who grants a visa cannot be overridden by a
supervisor or even an ambassador. If the applicant
proves to be a terrorist or an illegal immigrant, the
official who granted the visa will be held personal-
ly liable.

These revelations both stunned church leaders
and helped explain recent visa denials when the
delegation met with Julie A. Furuta-Toy, director,
Office of Public and Diplomatic Liaison/Visa
Services at the Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC) office in Washington on April 26.

The meeting was arranged after more than 10
percent of delegates to meetings of the general
council of Mennonite World Conference in
Pasadena, Calif., in March were absent because
the U.S. government denied them entry visas.
MWC’s general council issued a statement of their
concerns that the delegation presented to Furuta-

Toy. The delegation hoped to learn how to achieve
greater success in the future when internationals
apply for visas to attend church-related gatherings
in the United States.

Heading the delegation were Nancy Heisey,
MWC president, and Larry Miller, MWC general
secretary. Others were Robb Davis, executive
director of MCC; J. Daryl Byler, director, MCC
Washington Office; Ruth Hoover Zimmerman, co-
director, Center for Justice and Peacebuilding at
Eastern Mennonite University; Richard Showalter,
president, Eastern Mennonite Missions; and
Denton Lotz, general secretary, Baptist World
Alliance. Each of the agencies represented have
experienced visa difficulties. 

The delegation agreed that Furuta-Toy was
responsive, extending a scheduled one-hour meet-
ing to two hours. She told Miller that she would be
in touch with him regarding the MWC visa
refusals and invited other members of the delega-
tion to contact her if further problems arise. 

A significant learning was the importance of
assisting applicants to prepare for their oral inter-
view. Applicants must be able to explain to the con-
sular interviewer the purpose of the trip and what
professional or career interest in their home coun-
try is served by the visit. They must also convince
the officer that they will return to their country.

“We learned a lot but came away sobered by
how difficult things really are,” said Heisey. She
said that implementation of security provisions
post-Sept. 11 have greatly increased the harshness
of the visa application process.—Ferne Burkhardt
for Mennonite World Conference

Church officials get answers about visas
State Department official explains why MWC leaders were denied entrance.
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Congolese Mennonites and Mennonite Breth-
ren are becoming engaged in the political
process as their country prepares to hold

democratic elections this year. Congo has two
Mennonite denominations and one Mennonite
Brethren denomination with a combined member-
ship of about 194,000, according to Mennonite
World Conference.

Democratic Republic of Congo, formerly known
as Zaire, was devastated by decades of corrupt dic-
tatorship and a civil war from 1998 to 2003. Fight-
ing continues in Congo’s northeastern region and
extreme poverty is widespread. Mennonites and
Mennonite Brethren are encouraging their church
members and fellow citizens to participate in this
year’s elections as a way to revitalize their country. 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is sup-
porting a joint effort by these denominations to
prepare their churches for elections. Together, the
denominations are training several thousand
Congolese Mennonites and Mennonite Brethren
to serve as conflict mediators and election
observers in their communities. They are also
sending civic educators to teach churches and
community groups about voting in a democracy.

“The Mennonite vision is to rebuild the country
with nonviolent methods,” says Pascal Kulungu, a
Mennonite Brethren lay leader who is serving as
chair of the interdenominational effort.

MCC is providing $84,000 to train conflict medi-
ators, election observers and civic educators and
to host a group of about 20 international election
observers. MCC purchased posters that civic edu-
cators are using to teach democratic concepts to

voters who may not know how to read. The
posters depict the process of voting, warn against
corrupt leaders and illustrate ideas such as equal
rights and economic development.

Congo has not had a democratic election since
1960, and Cold War politics divided its first demo-
cratically elected leaders. Prime Minister Patrice
Lumumba, a nationalist who sought support from
the Soviet Union, was kidnapped and executed by
forces loyal to President Joseph Kasa Vubu, who
received military support from the United States
and Belgium. Four years later, Joseph Mobutu, an
army commander who helped kidnap Lumumba,
ousted President Kasa Vubu and installed himself
as a dictator until his death in 1997. 

While Congolese Mennonites and Mennonite
Brethren did not hold government positions under
Mobutu, Kulungu reports that some church mem-
bers are now running for high offices.

“There will be Mennonites who will be sena-
tors, who will be deputies, and there is one who
wants to be president,” Kulungu says. 

Muyima Hosea, a Congolese Mennonite profes-
sor who lives in South Africa, is one of 33 regis-
tered presidential candidates. The elections are
scheduled for July 30.—Tim Shenk for Mennonite
Central Committee
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Congolese Mennonites running for office
Mennonite Central Committee will provide funds to train election observers.
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W O R K E R S
Bergstresser, Deron Brill, was ordained
April 23 as pastor at Faith Mennonite
Church, Goshen, Ind.

B I R T H S  &  A D O P T I O N S
Brown, Calvin Harris, April 8, to David
Hupp and Katy Gray Brown, Minneapolis

Carr, Jacob Lloyd, April 11, to Robert and
Julie Dale Carr, Denver

DiGuardi, Isaiah John, April 21, to Zac
and Alice Yoder DiGuardi, Johnstown, Pa.

Falk, Christopher Roth and James Roth
(twins), April 10, to Thom and Susan Roth
Falk, Denver

Hunsberger, Tanner Kate, April 30, to
Reuben and Jeri Speigle Hunsberger,
Johnstown, Pa.

Kropf, Ezekial Hostetter, March 31, to
Jesse and Marla Hostetter Kropf, Denver,
Colo.

Landgraff, Anouk Elise, April 2, to Ryan
and Bethany Parmer Landgraff,
Harrisonburg, Va.

Miller, Jadon Elias, March 6, to Keith and
Rhoda Showalter Miller, Central Asia.

Nolt, Ashlyn Cadence, April 9, to
Chadwick and Valerie Carmen Nolt, Mount
Joy, Pa.

Ritchie, Dylan Ray, April 11, to Mike and
Amy Friend Ritchie, Middlebury, Ind.

Short, Levi James, April 19, to James and
Amanda Hathaway Short, Wauseon, Ohio.

Slider, Madison Ranae, April 19, to James
and Karina Raber Slider, Hartville, Ohio.

Stoltzfus, Claire Renee, April 19, to
Dwight and Melanie Balmer Stoltzfus,
Somerset, Pa.

Tieszen, Claire Hershey, April 16, to
Jonathan and Julie Hershey Tieszen,
Harrisonburg, Va.

M A R R I A G E S
Bogen/West: Angela Bogen, Centreville,
Mich., and Benjamin West, Ft. Wayne, April
8 at Locust Grove Mennonite Church, Burr
Oak, Mich.

Kauffman/Stutzman: Phyllis King
Kauffman, Atlanta, Ga., and Doug
Stutzman, Hesston, Kan., April 15 at
Hesston Mennonite Church.

Keim/Zook: Sharisa Keim, Harrisonburg,
Va., and Craig Zook, Harrisonburg, April 8
at Park View Mennonite Church,
Harrisonburg.

D E A T H S
Bergey, Trent Logan, stillborn, Franconia,
Pa., died April 16. Parents: Kevin and
Teresa Bergey. Funeral: April 19 graveside
service at Franconia Mennonite Cemetery.

Buhler, Leucile, 99, Bluffton, Ohio, died
April 15. Spouse: Gerhard Buhler
(deceased). Children: Genevieve Fast,
Joanne Voth, Ruth Graber, Gerhard
Samuel (deceased); 11 grandchildren; 19
great-grandchildren; two great-great-
grandchildren. 

Coronado, Juan Francisco, 45, Pettisville,
Ohio, died April 19. Spouse: Gloria
Maldonado-Perez Coronado. Children:
Rosy, Yari, Ines. Funeral: April 22 at
Pettisville (Ohio) Cemetery.

Frey, Adin L., 82, Chambersburg, Pa., died
March 6. Spouse: Janet L. Frey. Parents:
David and Fannie Martin Frey. Children:
Eugene, Linda Horst, Fern Diller, Miriam
Hawbaker, Wilmer; 19 grandchildren; 17
great-grandchildren. Funeral: March 10 at
Chambersburg Mennonite Church.

Gephart, Virginia, Boyertown, Pa., died
April 7. Spouse: Kenneth Gephart
(deceased). Children: June Morris, Keith
(deceased); six grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren. Funeral: April 13 at
Boyertown Mennonite Church.

Guntz, Katie Freed, 84, Souderton, Pa.,
died April 21. Spouse: John B. Guntz.
Parents: Oswin and Mary Ann Hackman
Freed. Children: Wilma Hathaway, Dolores
Hathaway, John Lester, Kathy Frederick,
Miriam Leatherman, Merle, David; 15
grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren.
Funeral: April 28 at Souderton Mennonite
Homes Summit View Chapel.
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Hochstetler, Edna Swartzentruber, 73,
Nappanee, Ind., died April 25. Spouse:
Dean Hochstetler. Parents: John and Ruth
Esch Swartzentruber. Children: Clari, Verle,
Lee; eight grandchildren. Funeral: May 1
at Yellow Creek Mennonite Church,
Goshen.

Horst, Paul M., 88, Chambersburg, Pa.,
died March 10. Spouse: Elizabeth Ebersole
Horst (deceased). Parents: Martin and
Christianna Martin Horst. Children: James
R., Eunice Banzhoff, Dorothy Wadel; 10
grandchildren; 24 great-grandchildren.
Funeral: March 15 at Chambersburg
Mennonite Church.

Lehman, Margaret V., 100,
Chambersburg, Pa., died April 5. Spouse:
Abram Frey (deceased). Parents: David
and Sarah Burkhart Paxton. Children: D.
Ralph, Marie Eby; 12 grandchildren; 20
great-grandchildren; two great-great-
grandchildren. Funeral: April 8 at
Chambersburg Mennonite Church.

Litwiller, Aaron Jr., 81, Hopedale, Ill., died
April 29. Spouse: Ruth Crumrine Litwiller
(deceased). Parents: Aaron and Lena Egli
Litwiller. Children: Lonnie, Perry, Doug;
seven grandchildren; one great-grand-
child. Funeral: May 3 at Hopedale
Mennonite Church.

Martin, Ronald O., 68, Granger, Ind., died
April 15. Spouse: Janice M. Birkey Martin.
Parents: Ellis M. and Clyda Geiser Martin.
Children: Janell L. Martin, Mark R.; two
grandchildren. Funeral: April 19 at Olive
Mennonite Church, Wakarusa, Ind.

Miller, Raymond, 81, Winesburg, Ohio,
died Feb. 13. Spouse: Betty Mann Miller.
Parents: Jonathan and Anna Hochstetler
Miller. Children: Marlin, Wava, Arden,
Layden, Regina Hershberger; stepchildren
Deborah Rogers, Diane Myers, Bryan; 12
grandchildren; five great grandchildren;
10 great-great-grandchildren. Funeral:
Feb. 16 at Longenecker Mennonite
Church, Winesburg.

Schrock, Montey, 72, Howe, Ind., died
April 24. Spouse: Rollin Schrock. Parents:
Forrest O. and Mildred Sigler Bowman.
Children: Brenda McClure, James, Scott,
Michael (deceased); seven grandchildren.
Funeral: April 28 at Emma Mennonite
Church, Topeka, Ind.

Stutzman, Thelma, 86, Hesston, Kan.,
died Jan. 28. Spouse: Raymon Stutzman
(deceased). Parents: Wesley and Emma
Yoder Stutzman. Children: Curtis, Thomas,
Timothy, Dallas; 10 grandchildren; six
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 1 at
Holechek Chapel, Chappell, Neb.

Summer, Cleva Miller, 92, Elsie, Mich.,
died April 10. Spouse: Milo Summer
(deceased). Parents: Oliver and Alta Mast
Miller. Children: David, Philip, George,
Karen Short, Sharon Wall, Mary Kaufman;
18 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren.
Funeral: April 15 at Bethel Mennonite
Church, Ashley, Mich.

Woelk, Frank Jr., 50, Newport, Wash.,
died March 25. Spouse: Mollie Woelk.
Parents: Frank and Edna Fast Woelk.
Children: Sam, Ben, Joanna Boe, Suzi
Welden, Rob Cox, Jason Cox, Dorothy Cox
Kaveshan; 13 grandchildren. Funeral: April
1 at Spring Valley Mennonite Church,
Newport.
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Notes for the journey...

Internal Auditor
Mennonite Mutual Aid (MMA) is seeking an internal auditor to
conduct, coordinate, and design internal audits and compliance
reviews and to maintain the business continuity plan. Qualified
applicants will have a bachelor’s degree in business, account-
ing, or related field; possess or have the ability to obtain 
credentials for conducting trust audits. Knowledge of financial
services and insurance products and/or CPA preferred.

MMA, a stewardship solutions organization affiliated with
Anabaptist denominations, provides insurance and financial
services. We are an equal opportunity employer offering a
competitive salary and excellent benefits. Send resume and
cover letter to: MMA

Human Resources
P.O. Box 483
Goshen, IN 46527
hr@mma-online.org
Fax: (574) 537-6635



Oaklawn in Goshen, Ind., is growing and in need of the following
positions: 

Nurse manager—child/adolescent: The nurse manager will
coordinate child and adolescent intensive services and supervise
inpatient staff at our Lakeview Drive facility in Goshen.
Requirements include a graduate of an accredited school of nurs-
ing and current Indiana Registered Nurse license. Previous man-
agement or charge nurse experience; prior experience in psychi-
atric/behavioral health setting; experience with children and ado-
lescents, as well as BSN preferred.

Registered nurses: We are offering a variety of options for RNs
including: part-time 2nd and 3rd shift adult inpatient unit, full-
time and part-time 2nd shift on child/adolescent residential units,
part-time 2nd shift child/adolescent inpatient unit, part-time 1st
shift senior inpatient, and inpatient float positions open to all
shifts, as well as a full-time days outpatient RN position.
Requirements include a graduate of an accredited school of nurs-
ing with current Indiana RN license. Sign-on bonus available.

You can mail, fax or email a resumé to Attn:  Human Resources,
Oaklawn, P.O. Box 809, Goshen, IN 46527; fax 574-537-2698; or
humanresources@oaklawn.org. You may visit our Web site at
www.oaklawn.org for other opportunities. Equal Opportunity
Employer

Petitcodiac Mennonite Church is looking for at least 2 couples
to work with the Ten Thousand Villages program in Petitcodiac,
NB, Canada, for the fall 2006 season. Full-time responsibilities
include working in the warehouse during the week and traveling
to festival sale locations throughout Atlantic Canada on the week-
ends. For a detailed job description contact Arloa Bontrager
(MNN) at 574-523-3058 or Helen Lapp (MARP) at 215-721-7730.

Arizona voluntary service opportunities. Goldensun, together
with Phoenix area Mennonite churches, offer Christian service
and vocational opportunities while living in community with
adult people with developmental disabilities. Contact Leroy
Willems, 623-219-9647 or email Leroy.w@cox.net.

Pastor responsible for youth ministry:
Hillcrest Mennonite Church, a midsized congregation on

the edge of New Hamburg, Ont., a member of Mennonite
Church Eastern Canada and Mennonite Church Canada is look-
ing for a .8 FTE pastor responsible for youth ministry (birth to
age 25) to work in a team along with our full-time pastor.
Ministry areas include being a resource to families with children,
developing relationships with children and youth, working with
youth leaders to support our programs like Venture Club, junior
youth, youth group and junior Sunday school. The position will
also involve preaching, teaching, counseling, weddings, funerals
and other worship-related activities along with our full-time
pastor.

If interested, please ask for our profile form or send your
resumé to Muriel Bechtel, M.C.E.C. Conference Minister, 4489
King Street E., Kitchener, Ont., N2P 2G2; 519-650-3806; 800-206-
9356; email Muriel@mcec.on.ca.

Iowa Mennonite School, grades 9-12, invites applications for:
full-time Spanish teacher, half-time family and consumer sci-
ence teacher. To apply send resumé to Wilbur Yoder, Principal,
1421 540th St. SW, Kalona, IA 52247, phone 319-656-2073, email
wyoder@yahoo.com.

Bluffton (Ohio) University seeks applicants for the position of
admissions counselor. This position has primary responsibility
for recruiting students from a specified area. It requires regular
travel, weekend and evening hours and communication with
prospective students and families. The candidate will be able to
articulate the benefits of a Christian, liberal arts, residential uni-
versity setting. In addition, the candidate will have an apprecia-
tion and understanding of the Mennonite faith perspective. A
bachelor’s degree is required. Specific information about this
position and the search process is available at
http://www.bluffton.edu/about/employment/.
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Advertising space
in The Mennonite is
available to congre-
gations, confer-
ences, businesses,
and churchwide
boards and agen-
cies of Mennonite
Church USA. Cost
for one-time classi-
fied placement is
$1.15 per word,
minimum of $30.
Display space is
also available.

To place an ad in
The Mennonite, call
800-790-2498 and
ask for Kristene
Miller, or email
Advertising@
TheMennonite.org.

New Releases from Herald Press

1 800 245-7894    •    www.heraldpress.com

Priority Parenting: Reclaiming Your Home for Heaven’s Sake
“Steve Ganger focuses on key areas that make a difference in parenting if taken to
heart, and each topic is doable. It’s time to say a resounding Yes to relationships that
impact for a lifetime.”

—Sibyl Towner, Director of Spiritual Mentoring, Willow Creek Community Church
Paper, 128 pages, $9.99

The North End Lives: A Journey Through Poverty Terrain
In one of the oldest neighborhoods of Hamilton, Ontario, Hugo and Doreen
Neufeld worked among residents of the city’s North End at a community cen-
ter called the Welcome Inn. These stories recount the struggles and giftedness
of the North Enders the Neufelds have known and served. Their vivid experi-



28 TheMennonite May 16,2006

C L A S S I F I E D

Bay Shore Mennonite Church in Sarasota, Fla., is seeking appli-
cants for minister of worship/music. Please contact Mary Ann
Lederman at 941-377-1956 after 5 p.m., or email
rmalederman@msn.com.

English conversation teachers needed! Connexus, a Korea
Anabaptist Center ministry, needs university grads for 12-month
terms. Variable start dates. Round-trip fare, salary, housing, train-
ing, etc. provided. Visit www.connexus.co.kr/english for more
information.

Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society seeks an experienced
administrator to lead the Society into the next phase of its
growth. The Society encompasses nine staff at two sites in
Lancaster County, Pa., and includes a living history site, museum,
library, archives, educational programming and retail store. In col-
laboration with the board of directors, the administrator will be
responsible to carry forward a long-range plan. Those interested,
send a letter of application and resumé of education and experi-
ence to the Society. The position requires demonstrated adminis-
trative, leadership and communication skills. Preference given to
candidates with relevant experience, education and understand-
ing of Anabaptist-Mennonite heritage. The administrator is re-
sponsible for all daily operation of the Society, including finances,
fund-raising, educational programming, publicity, public relations,
advertising, maintaining facilities and personnel. The position
reports to the board. Available Aug. 1, 2006. To apply, send a letter
of application and a full vita to Personnel, LMHS, 2215 Millstream
Road, Lancaster, PA 17602 or email lmhs@lmhs.org.

Locust Grove Mennonite Church, a church of 200 people near
Sturgis, Mich., seeks 3/4 to full-time music director. Require-
ments: Anabaptist commitment in faith and life, gift of presence
in leading worship, sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, and musical lead-
ership abilities, including instrumental accompaniment (guitar or
piano) to congregational singing. Other responsibilities, such as
administration, youth or outreach, would be added based on the
skills/interests of the applicant. Contact Dana Sommers at
dsommers@net-link.net.

Western Mennonite School, Salem, Ore.; positions beginning
August 2006.

Seeking dorm life director to lead dorm program and develop
a nurturing, caring, Christ-centered community. Responsibilities
include managing dorm staff, planning weekday and weekend
activities, providing a safe, enjoyable, learning environment and
being a role model and mentor for youth. Leadership and youth
work experience desired. Must be willing to work with students
from different cultures.  

Assistant dorm life director to provide planning, leadership
and management support for the dorm life director.  The dorm
life positions could be filled as a husband and wife team.  

Food services director to direct food preparation and super-
vise kitchen staff.  Manage inventory, record keeping, the federal
lunch program and student assistants. Ensure health standards
are followed. Create a healthy atmosphere for students and staff.
Experience required.  

Contact Mike Wenger at mwenger@westernmenno-
niteschool.org or call 866-343-9378.

High school math/science teacher for algebra and introduc-
tion to physical science. Full-time position with opportunities to
coach. Contact Darrel Camp at dcamp@westernmenno-
niteschool.org or call 866-343-9378.

Western, established in 1945, offers grades 6-12 and serves stu-
dents locally and from various states/provinces/countries.
Located on 45 acres in Oregon’s Willamette Valley, Western offers
a strong academic and faith-building experience. Seeking excep-
tional candidates with a heart for youth and sharing Christ.  All
positions are full-time, 10 months, with benefits.  

Philadelphia Mennonite High School (grades 9-12) seeks appli-
cants for the following positions for the 2006-07 school year: PT
English instructor, FT science/math instructor, PT guidance
counselor, PT custodian/maintenance. Please send resumé to
Barbara Moses, Principal, Philadelphia Mennonite High School,
860 N. 24th St., Philadelphia, PA 19130; fax 215-769-4063; email
mos147@comcast.net.

1200 Park Road
Harrisonburg, VA 22802
1-800-710-7871
seminary@emu.edu

Come see for yourself! 
Schedule a campus visit today.

Alicia Horst

EASTERN
MENNONITE
SEMINARY
A Graduate Division of
Eastern Mennonite University

Church Relations Manager
Mennonite Mutual Aid (MMA) has an opening for a
church relations manager (CRM) for the Midwest (KS,
OK, NE). A CRM is responsible for building awareness
of MMA in congregations and conferences. This is
done by building connections to MMA services; 
nurturing the advocate system; and helping churches
use MMA fraternal programs. Qualified candidates will
have a belief in the mission of MMA and a willingness 
to gain general knowledge of MMA products and 
services; good communication and public speaking
abilities; understanding of local church structures; 
significant congregational experience; and a 
willingness to travel (50 to 70 nights per year). 
For more information about the responsibilities and
qualifications of this position, please visit our Website,
www.mma-online.org, and go to “Careers.”

MMA, a stewardship solutions organization 
affiliated with Anabaptist denominations, provides
insurance and financial services. We are an equal
opportunity employer offering a competitive salary 
and excellent benefits. Send resume and cover 
letter to:

MMA
Human Resources
1110 North Main Street
P.O. Box 483
Goshen, IN 46527
hr@mma-online.org
Fax:  (574) 537-6635
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Marissa King graduated from Hesston College last spring, “primed for an
experience outside the U.S. and outside my comfort zone.” She spent four
months in Guatemala improving her Spanish skills, learning culture, and
serving at a hospice and at a medical clinic. She returned to her hometown of
Sturgis, Mich., where she serves others in the English as a Second Language
program at Wall Elementary School.

Marissa made the most of a key advantage of choosing a two-year college:
an obvious time to stop for Christian service in the midst of one’s education.
About one in 20 Hesston College graduates
does a term of service right after Hesston.
Prepare yourself. Put your faith into action.

Start Here, Go Everywhere.

The two-year college advantage–
It’s a great chance to serve...
The two-year college advantage–
It’s a great chance to serve...

800-995-2757
admissions@hesston.edu
www.hesston.eduSTART HERE, GO EVERYWHERE

Associated
Mennonite
Biblical
Seminary

3003 Benham Avenue
Elkhart, IN 46517
www.ambs.edu

it churches (urban, small town and rural) remarkable
for their resurgence and growth and their impact on their
communities.

Tour leader: Art McPhee, AMBS professor of mission and
intercultural studies

Other participants:
Ron Crandall, author of Turnaround Strategies for Churches
Larry Martin, church revitalization consultant
Asbury Seminary students (will join tour in Kentucky)

Tour cost: $280, includes food and lodging

Contact AMBS: registrar@ambs.edu or 1+800 964-2627

   Turnaround

  Churches Bus Tour

A three-day Kentucky tour, June 16–18

 Visit
“little
hurches

that did”

800-451-5719
www.mennonitefinancial.com

MENNONITE FINANCIAL VISA
A credit card

with a difference.

Does your credit card
reflect your values?

Mennonite Financial
tithes 10% of credit card
interchange income 
to Mennonite church
and mission work.
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How to save 30,000 U.S. lives each year

Gordon Houser

If the adage is true that we are what we eat,
we’re in trouble, because some of what we are
is loaded with trans fats.
In an op-ed piece in the New York Times last

month, writer Nina Teicholz refers to a study by
Danish researchers published a week earlier in
The New England Journal of Medicine. After col-
lecting and analyzing food from 20 countries, she
writes, “the researchers found that there are far
more trans fats in McDonald’s meals in the United
States than in the same McDonald’s fare in most
other parts of the world.”

What are trans fats, and why is this even impor-
tant? Teicholz explains: “Trans fats, which are basi-
cally a form of hardened vegetable oil, are a staple
ingredient in our foods because they’re cheaper
than butter and they guarantee a long shelf life.
Trans fats are also easily manipulated, able to give
a Goldfish cracker its crunch, for instance, or
make frosting creamy.”

The problem is that they raise the “bad choles-
terol” (L.D.L.) and lower the good (H.D.L.). “A
daily intake of five grams of trans fats,” Teicholz
writes, “increases the risk of contracting heart dis-
ease 4 percent to 28 percent, various studies have
shown.”

A large order of fries at a U.S. McDonald’s con-
tains almost six grams of trans fat, and 10 Chicken

McNuggets have about four grams. How bad is
that? Teicholz writes, “The National Academy of
Sciences concluded in 2002 that the only safe
amount of trans fats in the diet is zero.”

McDonald’s isn’t the only place to find trans
fats. The Food and Drug Administration has ruled
that, beginning this year, trans fats must be listed
on package labels. So if you look at the cookies,
cakes, crackers, frozen foods and margarines (all
high in trans fats) that you buy at the store, you
can see these listed. 

However, this ruling does not cover unpack-
aged food or food sold at restaurants, at least here
in the United States. That’s not the case in
Denmark, where, “since 2004, the Danes have lim-
ited trans fats to no more than 2 percent of a food’s
fat content, by weight.” And that includes all foods,
both packaged and that served in restaurants, hos-
pitals, airlines or stadiums.

Why are we in this country dragging our feet?
Free enterprise? “The major fat and oil produc-
ers—Bunge, Cargill and Archer Daniels Midland,”
Teicholz writes, “are already in a position to roll
out trans-fat substitutes in large quantities and, for
the most part, at comparable prices. And restau-
rant and bakery owners have little to fear from a
changeover.” She spoke to Danish manufacturers,
who said the changeover was no big deal.

Teicholz concludes, “Getting rid of trans fats is
an easy fix that could save, by conservative esti-
mates, 30,000 lives a year in the United States.”

For now, we’re on our own, required to read
those labels and, wherever we eat, take our
chances. It’s always a good idea to think about
what you eat—and who you are. TM

B O O K S
John Howard Yoder: Mennonite
Patience, Evangelical Witness,
Catholic Convictions by Mark
Thiessen Nation (Eerdmans, 2006, $20)
offers an insider’s introduction to
Yoder, a leading Christian witness
against violence who articulated a
theology from his Mennonite tradition
so powerful that it compelled people
from many other traditions to take
notice. The book explores Yoder’s con-
text, his keen interest in the
Anabaptist tradition, his sustained
engagement with other Christians and
other faiths and his claim that paci-
fism is inherent in Jesus’ message.
Yoder, who died at age 70 in 1997,
“inspired a whole generation of
Christians to follow the way of Jesus
into social action and peacemaking,”
wrote Jim Wallis. While Nation verges
on hagiography at times, he also
offers some critique of Yoder’s
thought. Overall, this is the definitive
overview of Yoder’s work and of the
impact of that work on the broader
Christian community.

F I L M S
CSA: Confederate States of America
(NR) is a mockumentary that looks at
America as if the Confederacy won
the Civil War. It mixes a mock histori-
cal film with commercials such as for
insurance to protect your property
(slaves). A note at the end tells us
some of the products it shows were
actual, such as Darky Toothpaste.
While unsettling, the commercials feel
repetitive, and the satire could have
had a stronger bite to it by aiming
closer to today’s reality. (Arlo Kasper,
retired drama teacher at Bethel
College, North Newton, Kan., appears
as Abe Lincoln.)

D V D S
Enron: The Smartest Guys in the
Room (R) is an outstanding documen-
tary about the leaders of Enron and
how they used their talents in ways
that led that company into bankrupt-
cy. This riveting, clearly presented film
reveals the power of greed, that dead-
ly sin, over human goodness.

United 93 (R) opened in theaters nationwide April 28
after public discussion about whether it was “too
soon” to release a movie that dealt with the events of
Sept. 11, 2001. This gut-wrenching film by Paul
Greengrass captures the drama of the one hijacked
commercial airliner that day that did not reach its
intended target. The film not only drew the second-
highest audience for films showing that weekend but
received positive reviews from critics and viewers
alike. The most powerful films are verisimilar (true to
life), and that’s the case here. Greengrass, who made
the excellent Bloody Sunday (2002), tells this story
clearly, without the intrusion of ideology or senti-
ment. He places viewers with air traffic controllers,
military technicians and the people on United Flight
93. The film does not glorify the passengers or vilify
the hijackers but shows all of them as complex, con-
fused and afraid. This film also engages universal
themes of mortality, courage and religious belief.—gh
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Everett J.
Thomas

Write a letter

The continuing slaughter and displacement of
Darfurians in the Sudan is the worst humani-
tarian crisis in our world today. Each member

of the Mennonite church can do what Mennonite
Central Committee advocates: Write a letter to
elected U.S. officials. To help in this task, we are
printing the sample letter MCC provides on its
Web site (see box). 

But why is this intractable tragedy happening in
the first place? Harold Miller, MCC’s country rep-
resentative in the Sudan, provides some back-
ground to this clash of cultures between Arabs
moving down from the north and African farmers
who have lived in southern Darfur for millennia.

“The Arab pastoral peoples of Northern Darfur
have long been in a steady and growing competi-
tion for land with the settled African farmers of
southern Darfur,” Miller writes. “This competition
has been exacerbated by the southward expansion
of the Sahara Desert and by the perceived dictates
of the ‘civilizing’ mission of pastoral Arabs. Within
Sudanese Islam (and to some degree in African
Islam generally), higher social and spiritual status
is accorded to Arabs who take seriously their man-
date to civilize African peoples considered to be of
lower status.”

The Sudanese government is covertly helping
these Arab Muslims from the north. Adding to the

volatility of this situation is Osama bin Laden’s
recent call for al Queda to help the Sudanese gov-
ernment in its attempts to crush the resistance
emerging from African farmers who have organ-
ized two armed groups to defend themselves: the
Sudan Liberation Movement and the Joint Equality
Movement.

Hundreds of thousands of people have died—
and are dying—in this region. More than 2 million
are displaced, but the United Nations recently cut
back on food supplies to them, citing “donor
fatigue.” Now is not the time to walk away from
the problems in Darfur. Each of us can call on our
government to stay involved. One quick way to get
contact information for elected officials is through
www.congress.org. Of course, MCC also welcomes
contributions to its relief efforts in Sudan.—ejt

Dear [politician’s name], 

I write out of concern for those who suffer from the
conflict in the Darfur region of Sudan. The ethnic and
political conflict in Darfur has claimed the lives of
hundreds of thousands of civilians in the last two
years. Those who survive, especially the more than 2
million civilians who have been attacked and made
homeless, cry out for justice. 

I call on the government of the United States to
respond to this humanitarian crisis: 

• to use all possible diplomatic and economic
means to encourage all warring parties to stop the
violence and bring security to civilians in Darfur; 

• to support the African Union in its attempts to
solve the conflict; 

• to strengthen an arms embargo against all
involved, and to provide humanitarian aid to those
who have been driven into crowded camps by the
violence; 

• to ensure that perpetrators of human rights abus-
es in Darfur be prosecuted for their crimes under
international law; 

• to continue to support and encourage the peace
processes in place for the conflict in Southern Sudan. 

I pray that justice and peace will soon come to
those who suffer in Darfur. 

Sincerely, 

[your name]  

The next issue of
The Mennonite
will be dated
June 6, 2006.


